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President starts state visit to Turkey

ANKARA, SANA: In the afternoon today President
Bashar al Assad and his wife arrived here for a three-day
state visit to Turkey.

They were received at "Asenboga" airport by the Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister Gul and his wife, the State
Minister for Foreign Trade Affairs and Chief of the Honour
Mission "Korsshad Tozmen", the ruler of Ankara, the
Governor, the Chief of the City's Police Force, the Turkish
Ambassador to Syria, some officials of the Presidential
Office and the Foreign Ministry, Syria's Ambassador to
Turkey Khaled Ra'd, Members of the Embassy Staff and
Arab and Foreign Ambassadors accredited in Turkey.

After a short rest at the Honour Hall, President Bashar
and his wife headed in an official procession to their
residence.

President Assad is accompanied by an official delegation
comprising al-Shara’, al-Qala'a and Ra'd.

Upon their arrival at Ankara's Presidential Palace,
President Bashar and his wife were received by President
Cezar and his wife.

The two Presidents headed to the honour platform where
the national anthems of both Syria and Turkey were played
while the cannons were firing ceremonial shots.

Both Presidents reviewed the Guards of Honour. Before
the start of talks between the two Presidents, Cezar told
reporters in a statement. "it is a great happiness to host
President Bashar and his wife as well as members of the
accompanying delegation. The visit is historical and has a
special significance since it is the first by a Syrian leader. It
Is also an indication of the quick development at a highest



level in bilateral relations based on mutual respect and
common dialogue and understanding".

In a reciprocal statement, President Bashar thanked
President Cezar and his wife for the heartfelt reception and
the warm speech. He said: "'l express my utmost pleasure to
visit the neighboring country and to be the first Syrian
president visiting it".

"The visit is undoubtedly paid under very adverse
circumstances in the region but is very good for bilateral
relations. The exchange of visits between officials of both
neighbors has made the doors wide open before those
relations, especially after the visit of Your Excellency to
Syria in the year 2000 which aimed at participating in the
funeral of the late leader President Hafez al-Assad. Only
few weeks earlier you had left the hospital. We in Syria
highly appreciate the magnanimous initiative by you".

"Today, and after only few years", we were able to turn
down the state of non-confidence and to maintain the sate
of very strong confidence. Such an affair qualifies us to
play a very important role in the region and to create
stability",
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(1) &S5 CNN 2

Turkey welcomes Syrian President

ANKARA, CNN: President Bashar al-Assad has begun
a state visit to Turkey, the first by a Syrian Head of State,
marking much improved ties.

Israel and Iragq were expected to be the fans of talks in
snow-covered Ankara.

(¥) &S50 CNN )

Turkey and Syria bury differences

ANKARA, CNN: Turkey and Syria have agreed to
bury their differences, ending decades of frosty
relations.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, who is in a historic
visit to Turkey, said the two countries would work together
for peace and stability in the Middle East.

Mr. Assad's visit is the first to Turkey by a Syrian Head
of State, since independece in 1946.

After a meeting with Turkish President Ahmet Necdet
Sezer, he said the two countries shared concerns about the
territorial integrity of Irag. ""We have moved together
from an atmosphere of distrust to one of trust', he said.
""We must create stability from a regional atmosphere
of instability'*, he added.

Mr. Assad said Iraq is the biggest problem facing the two
countries today. "lraq's future is bound to the future of all
of us".
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""For that reason, the break-up of Irag would be a red
line, not only as far as Syria and Turkey are concerned,
but for all the countries in the region," he said.

President Assad's three-day visit to Turkey is being seen
as the culmination of a warming in relations between the
two neighbors after decades of mistrust.

The Iran war which borders both countries, has
contributed to the thaw.
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Warm welcome for Assad's Turkey trip

ANKARA- BBC News: Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad makes a historic trip to Turkey — the first by a Syrian
President since the country's independce in the 1940s.
Israel and Irag were expected to be the focus of the talks.

President Assad said in an interview as he arrived in
Turkey that it was "natural™ for his country to wish to
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defend itself without coordinated disarmament throughout
the Middle East.

"Unless this applies to all countries, we are wasting our
time," he said.
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Syria-Egypt Summit
Leaders talks on coordination,
latest developments in region

SHARM EL-SHEIKH - SANA: President Bashar al-
Assad and President Mohammad Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
held a bilateral summit here at the Conferences Palace on
Wednesday.

On this basis, the two Presidents decided to form a
committee under their leadership to be in charge of
strategic issues while the joint committee continues to hold
regular meetings at ministerial level.

The two Presidents reviewed latest regional and
international developments, especially in the Middle East
region, and current contacts being made to resume the
peace process at all tracks. They reiterated commitment to
the achievement of peace in terms of the Beirut Arab
summit's Arab rights, including the setting up of an
independent Palestinian state and Israel's total withdrawal
from all the Arab territories it occupied in June 1967.
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President calls Khatami,
extends condolences on earthquake

DAMASCUS - SANA; President Bashar al-Assad
made a telephone call yesterday afternoon to President
Mohammad Khatami of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The President extended his heartfelt condolences over
the victims of the destructive earthquake, and his
commiseration and wishes to the injured and the wounded
for a speedy recovery. The President also expressed Syria's
siding with the friendly people of Iran to overcome this
norrible catastrophe.

Earlier, President Bashar sent a cable of condolences to
President Khatami expressing deep sorrow over the death
and injury of thousands of victims following the earthquake
that took place in the Iranian city of Bam.

In his cable, the President extended to President Khatami
and the Iranian people his most profound condolence, on
his behalf and on behalf of the Syrian people.

Later in the day under President Bashar al-Assad's
directives and in expression of sympathy and solidarity
with the friendly Islamic Republic of Iran following the
devastating earthquake which hit some Iranian areas, a
relief medical plane left Damascus yesterday.
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Archbishop to visit Middle East

LONDON — AP: The Archbishop of Canterbury is to
visit the Middle East next month, his office has
announced.

Dr. Rowan Williams accepted an invitation to go to the
region from the Anglican Bishop in Palestine.

The church leader is expected to travel to Jordan and the
Palestinian territories at the end of January, a spokeswoman
said.

She added Dr. Williams would visit churches and
community projects during his pastoral trip.

Dr. Williams has been a vocal opponent of a war against
Iraq and joined other religious leaders to call for a "just,
lasting and secure peace both in Iraq and throughout the
Middle East," days after military action started.

Before being appointed to the Church of England's most
senior post he questioned the "war on terror," denouncing
military action in Afghanistan as "morally tainted".

A spokeswoman for Dr. Williams said: "the programme
has not yet been finalised' further details will be announced
in due course".
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Court to examine Israeli barrier

The UN General Assembly has approved a resolution
asking the International Court of Justice to consider the
legality of the Israeli barrier.

Israel is building a controversial barrier inside the West
Bank, which it says is needed to stop "suicide bombers".

The vote was 90 to eight, with 74 abstentions, with the
US and Israel among those voting "No".

In October, the assembly adopted a resolution
demanding Israel halt construction of the barrier.

Israel reaffirmed determination to defend itself at the
court in The Hague.

The Palestinians argue that the barrier, which cuts into
their territory, its designed to redraw borders ahead of any
future peace settlements.

“The wall is a false excuse used as a justification to
colonizing our land and establishing settlements", said
Nasser al-Kidwa, the Palestinian UN observer who
proposed the resolution.

The United States, which has called the barrier "a
problem”, voted against the resolution.

The International Court of Justice has the power to issue
legal opinions, but does not have any power to impose
rulings or sanctions.
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UN General Assembly asks ruling
on Israel fence from international court

UNITED NATIONS - Agencies: The U.N. General
Assembly voted on Monday for a Palestinian initiated
resolution asking the International Court of Justice whether
Israel was legally obligated to tear down its separation
barrier on the West Bank.

The vote was 90 to 8 with 74 abstentions. Opposing the
resolution were the United States, Israel, Australia,
Ethiopia and the Pacific islands of Nauri, Marshall Islands,
Micronesia, and Palau.

Arab states asked for the emergency session after U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan reported on Nov. 28 that
building the barrier was causing serious harm to
Palestinians. He said Israel had a right to defend its citizens
but that duty should not contradict international law.

An opinion by the court would add to diplomatic
pressure on lIsrael and carries more legal weight than a
General Assembly, which is nonbinding.
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UN takes Israeli wall to court

The UN General Assembly has backed a resolution
asking the International Court of Justice whether Israel
Is obliged to tear down its controversial wall, in the
West Bank.

The vote in New York on Monday was 90 to 8 in favour,
with 74 abstentions. Opposing the resolution were the
United Sates, Israel, Australia, Ethiopia and the Pacific
islands of Nauri, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, and Palau.

The Hague-based UN court was set up to settle legal
disputes between states and give advisory opinions if it
decides they fall under its jurisdiction. An opinion by the
court would add to diplomatic pressure on Israel and carries
more legal weight than a General Assembly resolution,
which is nonbinding.

The resolution asks the International Court of Justice "to
urgently render an advisory opinion on the issue".

"The belier an immense was crime, It is a false excuse
used as a justification for colonizing our land and
establishing settlements.” Palestinian UN observer Nasir al-
Kidwa said.

He said that until the came down there would be no
peace settlement according to the US-backed "Road Map".
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Palestinian full truce talks fail

CAIRO - Agencies: Palestinian meetings in Egypt
have failed to agree a full ceasefire on attacking Israeli
targets.

The groups were even unable to overcome differences
over whether to stop suicide attacks against civilians inside
Israel, officials said.

This was a personal blow for the Palestinian Prime
Minister, Ahmed Qurei, who had gone to Cairo to join the
talks, says Reuter's Paul Wood.

Israel had rejected any truce deal that excluded Israeli
military targets.

The groups had been discussing a temporary, limited
ceasefire, restricted to Israeli civilians, but not to cover
soldiers or settlers.

"The talks have ended. Differences remained," Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) delegate
Maher al-Taher was quoted as telling the AFP news
agency.
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Greek court convicts November 17 leaders

ATHENS - Reuters: A court in Athens on Monday
convicted two men as the chief assassins and the
masterminds of the November 17 guerrilla group, which
murdered prominent Greeks as well as US, British and
Turkish diplomats in a 27-year reign of fear.

Three judges delivered the verdicts after a nine-month
trial involving 19 accused members of November 17.

The mastermind, Alexandros Giotopoulos, 59, was found
guilty of plotting several murders, including the last killing,
a drive-by shooting of British military attache, Stephen
Saunders in 2000.

November 17, a radical Marxist group, was named after
the date of a 1973 student uprising which was crushed with
tanks by Greece's then ruling military.

The group claimed responsibility for murdering 23
Greeks as well as British, US and Turkish diplomats that
began with the 1975 killing of Athens CIA station chief
Richard Welch.
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Greek terror group found guilty

ATHENS - AP: An Athens court has found 19 people
guilty of involvement in a series of murders and
robberies carried out by the Greek radical group
November 17. After a nine-month trial, leading members
were found guilty on multiple charges relating to crimes
dating back to June 2000 and December 1975. The group
claimed responsibility for murdering 23 people. Their
victims included Greek and foreign figures, including UK
defence attaché Brigadier Stephen Saunders. The convicted
men are due to be sentenced on Wednesday. The man
considered to be the group's leader, Alexandros
Glotopoulos, was found guilty of membership of the group
and of planning and authorizing all their actions. Dimitris
Koufodinas, whom prosecutors argued was the group's
main hitman, was also found guilty of membership of the
group. The three judges, who heard the cases without a
jury, took 90 minutes to read through hundreds of charges
against the 18 men and one woman on trial. There was no
jury because terrorism charges were involved. Reporters in
Athens say the Greek Government is keen to show the
international community that Greece is capable of
eliminating terrorist groups ahead of next summer's
Olympic Games in Athens. It will also hope to make
political capital out of the successful conclusion of the case
ahead of general elections early next year. November 17
took its name from the date of the crushing of a student
uprising in 1973 during Greece's 1967 to 1974 military
rule. The radical leftists' attacks were aimed at
overthrowing the military.
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Africa water goals 'unrealistic'

ADISS ABABA - Reuters: A conference seeking to
halve the number of Africans without access to safe
drinking water, is under way in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Some 800 delegates from Africa, are at the six day
meeting hosted by the UN Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA).

The commission, however warns that there has been
little investment to make the goal a reality.

The thorny issue of water sharing will be high on the
agenda at the conference that also involves donors.

"The conference represents a political commitment at the
highest level among African governments, to move forward
in solving the continents water crisis”" Ethiopian Water
Resources Minister Shiferaw Jarso told journalists in Addis
Ababa.

International scientists, experts and donors will discuss
how to deliver clean water to Africa by 2015.

The conference will examine and focus on the outcome
of the World Summit on Sustainable development on
Regional water initiatives, and how to turn commitments
by African governments to action.
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UN warns of population surge

AGENCIES: The United Nations has published new
predictions on the size and age of the world's population
300 years from now.

Its medium-case scenario forecasts a rise from the
current 6.3 billion people to around 9 billion in 2300.

One starting projection based on present fertility levels is
for 134 trillion inhabitants — although the UN concedes this
Is an impossible outcome.

The UN says its forecasts help agencies and
governments assess the policy implications from population
change.

The 134 trillion figure is used merely as a demonstration
that present fertility levels are unsustainable.

The report suggests that if fertility levels stabilize at
around two children for every woman the population
increase will be more manageable, reaching just over nine
billion people in three centuries' time.

The continuing rise in this case can be explained by
Improving longevity.

The number of people over 60 would rise from 10% to
38%, and those over 80 from 1% to 17%.

But even small variations in fertility levels either side of
this could radically alter these figures, the report said.
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Saudi hunt for 26 terror suspects

RIYADH, AFP - Saudi Arabia has published the
names and pictures of 26 men it suspects of involvement
in terror attacks within the country.

The Saudi authorities have also offered rewards for
information leading to the men's capture.

The men are all Saudi citizens except for one Yemeni
and two Moroccans.

The announcement comes after the US ordered its
diplomats in Riyadh not to stray from its heavily-fortified
diplomatic quarter.

Pictures of the 26 suspects have been shown on Saudi
television and printed on the front pages of most of the
country's newspapers.
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Police kill Saudi "'most wanted"

RIYADH - AP: The Saudi authorities say security
forces have shot dead a suspected Islamist militant in a
gun battle at a petrol station in the capital, Riyadh. The
interior ministry said Ibrahim al-Rayes was listed last week
among 26 most wanted terrorism suspects. Security
services said they attempted to arrest him after residents
provided information as to his whereabouts. The authorities
have offered a reward of more than $ 1.25 m for
information leading to the arrest of any suspects. A
statement by the interior ministry said false identification
papers, a hand grenade, ammunition and pistols had also
been seized.
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N. Korea offers nuclear 'freeze'

PYONGYANG - Agencies: North Korea has said it
will freeze its nuclear programme in exchange for a list
of US concessions, as a step to a fuller resolution of the
ISsue.

Pyongyang warned that unless its offer was accepted, it
would not take part in another round of six-party talks. The
North said it wanted fuel aid and to no longer be listed as a
sponsor of state terrorism, among other things. The
statement came as the US and its allies worked on a new
proposal to get the North back to negotiating. North
Korea's Foreign Ministry spokesman was quoted by state
news agency KCNA as saying that Pyongyang was offering
this exchange as a "first-phase step" before it will sit down
again at the negotiating table with the US, South Korea,
Japan, Russia and China. "The resumption of the six-way
talks in the future entirely depends on whether an
agreement will be reached on the DPRK-proposed first-
phase step or not," KCNA said. The main sticking point has
been how each side sequences its concessions. The Bush
administration began by refusing to negotiate over the
crisis, saying North Korea must make the first move by
giving up nuclear weapons for ever. The US and allies are
reportedly wary of North Korea's insistence that its moves
to resolve the nuclear dispute a matched by "simultaneous
actions" by Washington. China and South Korea have been
making desperate efforts to narrow the gap between the two
sides. They are trying to arrange another round of formal
talks in Beijing before the end of the year. The last six-
party talks, held in the Chinese capital in August, ended
without success.
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Japan backs Irag troops dispatch

Japan's cabinet has approved sending up to 1,000
non-combat troops to Iraq, its biggest deployment since
World War I1.

In line with Japan's pacifist constitution, the troops will
only be allowed to play a humanitarian role. But the plan is
highly controversial, especially after two Japanese
diplomats were killed in Tikrit last month.

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi explained the decision
by saying it was not right for Japan to "do nothing," adding
that financial aid alone was not enough.

Under the broad plan proposed by Japan's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, troops will go to south-eastern Iraq to
restore water services, offer medical and other
humanitarian assistance and help rebuild schools and other
infrastructure.

No timeframe has been given, Koizumi has vowed to
dispatch the troops as soon as the situation is secure.

Public broadcaster NHK said Tokyo planned to send
between 500 and 700 ground troops, armoured vehicles, up
to six naval ships, including destroyers, and about eight
aircraft, including three C130 transport planes.

Surveys suggest that at least two thirds of the Japanese
public are opposed to the plan. Critics point out that Japan's
constitution bars Japan from using force to settle disputes,
and that the troops could be drawn into conflict to defend
themselves.

-0\ .



Blall b Jlu) dad e 3155 oLl
Lealsd (el A8 e ilsd Sl adad e 3l G ,Sall el
shals 581 05S o oS e sy el Gkl e DB say cgia il
Cas Al pallal) oyl e )l 8 Zalldl culdl) Ly o5k doga
sl (o LSl inlusy) aleal) 8 1o Aubll) clyall caals of ) yaal
Sl 8 Gl sas calys oLl b Bl aly You i 8 Gl
ol @Dl S A e e Al Gl leshy (e 1
Crulial) (e aad 3] JB a5 35S gpadiion eyl Gty O8I L )
gy AlS Coad AL Cae el of lime ¢Tint Jais YT LA
4t gl ol UL Jabieal) bl (il Lgas ) 2l
Al Al i Luse i olsal) saleind e Jaall 3al) (3 Copin
@ am Olay als (A Al lly Guplad) el sale] 8 sacLisdlly
Lovie Clsl (e Enat ey s sl o e Sl il ey Jsaa
Lo Jly] s S5k of Gl 3 Aalall 2213Y) il Ll aagll 0058
G ) oy Los Ao jae Cblis Lyl Clsdll G 33 Ve 5000 (o
AWy pad wlyills L e @il (Sld gady Clieds Lein (e Gl
Suibll) b o bl cledaiad sy .C130 S e L
bl elli G g la

Aapad (8 3edl pladiud jlaas OLL e o () Gsaiie ey
Ngati e g lall JUd shalie ) a0 38 ALl clsdl) of Gua clelil)

-0y -



Australia to join US defence plan

CANNBERRA - Agencies: Australia says it will
participate in the US missile defence system.

The United States is working to develop a shield against
ballistic missiles which it believes countries like North
Korea could soon use to threaten it.

Last month's US defence budget allots $9 bn for
developing the system, which has had a mixed record in
tests so far. Canberra's involvement will "serve our
strategic interest' said Foreign Minister Alexander Downer,
but there are no plans for bases in Australia.

Downer said that participation would help Australia "to
make an important contribution to global and regional
security",

Although Defence Minister Robert Hill ruled out any
bases on Australia's soil, there may be a role for three new
destroyers planned for the country's navy.

"We think that we can play a part, obviously a small part
in terms of the massive overall programme,” said Mr. Hill.

"We think that with the proliferation of long-range
missiles and trends towards proliferation of mass
destruction warheads, it is a sensible decision for Australia
to take".

Canada started formal talks earlier this year on its
possible participation.
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China PM warns Taiwan over vote

AGENCIES: The Chinese Prime Minister has again
warned Taiwan not to use democratic aspirations as a
cover for separatism.

Wen Jiabao was speaking after talks with UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan at the start of a visit to the US. Wen,
who is due to see President Bush on Tuesday, wants an
unequivocal statement from the US of its opposition to
Taiwanese independence.

The trip comes at an awkward time in Sino-US relations,
with not only Taiwan but trade and North Korea key issues.

The Reuter's Adam Brrokes in Washington says the
recent pronouncements of the Taiwanese President Chen
Shui-bian have rattled both Beijing and Washington.

President Chen says he is going to hold a referendum in
March to ask the Taiwanese people whether or not they feel
threatened by China's military posture.

Beijing sees such a referendum as provocative while
Washington worries that Chen is undermining the security
status quo in order to gain votes.

Mr. Annan stressed that all differences between China
and Taiwan had to be resolved politically.
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India nears Russian warship deal

NEW DELHI, Times of India, Agencies: The Indian
navy says it has agreed a price of 652 million dollars
with Russia to buy one of its aircraft carriers.

The deal — announced in the Indian capital Delhi — has
now to be ratified by the Indian Government.

The aircraft carrier, the Admiral Gorshkov, is a 29-year-
old ship which the Russians took out of service in 1994.

The deal has been criticized over the years by some who
feel too much is being spent for a relatively old ship. But
India's navy chief, Admiral Madhvendra Singh, defended
the purchase saying the life of an aircraft carrier was 40
years.

The 44.000 tonne carrier was commissioned into the
Russian Navy in the late 80s.

Reports say India wants the ship refitted to enable it to
carry MIG-29 fighter aircraft.

Russia is India's largest supplier of military hardware
and military co-operation is an important part of the
relations between the two former Cold War allies.

The first joint naval exercises since the break-up of the
Soviet Union were held this summer.
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Pro-Putin party ahead in Russia

First results from Russia's general election have put
the party backing President Putin in a clear lead.

With just under a quarter of the total votes counted the
pro-Kremlin United Russia party leads with about 36%.
The ultra-nationalist party of Vladimir Zhirinovsky and the
former communists are vying for second place.

It is not clear if the two liberal, pro-free market parties,
SPS and Yabloko, have achieved the 5% of votes needed to
win seats in parliament.

Some 23 party lists are competing for half of the 450
places in the State Duma in the fourth such election since
the collapse of communism.

Foreign observers and other parties have said that the
campaign has been marred by open bias in favour of United
Russia in the media.

More than 1.100 international observers from 48 states
have been accredited for the election, but their numbers
may increase to 2,000.
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Japan's business optimism returns

TOKYO - AFP: Japanese businesses are optimistic
about the economic outlook for the first time in three
years, a government report has shown.

Increasing exports to countries such as China have lifted
corporate spirits in the world's second-largest economy.

The figures are the latest sign that Japan's sputtering
economy may be emerging from a decade of stagnation.

The Bank of Japan has lifted its growth forecast three
months in a row, while consumer sending is also on the up.

The Ministry of Finance said its measure of business
confidence increased to 5.6 points in the fourth quarter,
compared with minus 5.2 points in the third.

While economists are still urging caution, concerned that
the strength of the yen may damp demanded, there is room
for optimism.

Japan's economy grew by 0.2% last year and the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
Is now forecasting a 2.7% expansion in 2003.

The OECD also is predicting consistent growth — albeit
at lower levels — for the next three years.
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Demand for 'Kyoto tax' on the US

LONDON - BBC News: Countries refusing to cut
their emissions of greenhouse gases should face trade
sanctions, according to a British independent think-
tank

The United States has not signed the Kyoto agreement
on climate change and Russia has indicated it may follow.

The New Economics Foundation wants the EU to tax
imports from these countries, US in particular, because they
enjoy a competitive disadvantage as energy costs increase.

Signed-up countries are currently meeting in Italy to
discuss the treaty.

New Economics Foundation spokesman Andrew Simms
said to reporters, EU countries would be within their rights
to "work out the cost of the free ride America is getting"
and raise that amount.

The British diplomat who proposed environmental
sanctions 20 years ago, Sir Crispin Tickell, said the United
States' refusal to sign the United Nations Climate Change
Convention was the "height of irresponsibility".
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Iran launches mass jab campaign

TEHRAN - Reuters: The biggest ever immunization
campaign for measles, mumps and rubella has been
launched in Iran.

Over the next three weeks the government is hoping to
vaccinate 33 million people — around one-half of the
Iranian population. Iran has a good history of
Immunization, but health experts are worried the number of
measles cases could be on the rise.

Measles is the biggest killer of children under five in the
world. The campaign is part of a global challenge to
eliminate the disease by 2005.

From today until the end of December, Iran's ministry of
health is hoping to vaccinate 11 million people a week.
They have been preparing the campaign for six years and
have mobilized a whole network of volunteers in order to
reach the most remote areas.

Many Iranians, especially between the ages of 15 and 25,
have never had more than one dose of the measles
injection. Health officials are hoping this campaign will
encourage people to return to routine vaccinations.

Recent research shows that more than 95% of the
population has been immunized against measles.

Experts are hoping this campaign will avoid the risk of
epidemics in the future and boost their overall routine
Immunization system.
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Multinationals promise Aids help

NAIROBI - AFP: Seven global companies with
operations in developing countries have pledged to step
up their HIV/Aids prevention and treatment
programmes in communities where they operate.

The multinational companies will invest millions of
dollars in infrastructure and healthcare training
programmes to help support the public sector.

In many developing world countries the private sector
already plays a key role in primary health care provision.
But experts say further investment in public-private
partnerships will be crucial in the fight against HIV/Aids —
particularly in poor and remote areas, where there are few
resources.

The seven companies, which include Anglo-American,
Chevron-Texaco, Heineken and India's Tata Steel, will
provide the hospitals, satellite clinics and healthcare
workers needed to support incoming investment.

The companies will now set up pilot programmes in
Ghana, Cameroon, Nigeria, India and Russia.

The World Health Organization and UN Aids have
welcomed the move. They say by making full use of the
resources of these huge multinational companies they can
better focus their technical support on the countries which
are hardest hit.
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Hu takes China's helm with Jiang in shadows

BEIJING: China's Hu Jintao took the helm of the

world's most populous nation on Friday, but Jiang Zemin
clung to power from the shadows of retirement by tacking
the Communist Party's new leadership with allies.

Hu, 59, was appointed party chief at the head of the
"fourth generation" of leaders — following Chairman Mao
Zedong, Deng Xiaoping and Jiang — charged with guiding
China's wrenching economic reforms while maintaining the
party's grip on power.

After months of secretive jockeying, the new lineup
emerged from behind a carved wooden and lacquer screen
in the Great Hall of the people in the dramatic finale to the
first succession in Communist China untainted by purges,
plots of bloodshed.
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Chavez opposition claims victory

CARACAS - AFP: Venezuelan opposition leaders say
they are confident they have collected enough signatures to
force a referendum vote on President Hugo Chavez.

The President's opponents need 2.4 million signatures —
a fifth of the electorate — to prompt a vote.

They accuse Chavez of authoritarian rule and economic
mismanagement. The results of the four-day petition will
not be known until January but, if approved, a vote on his
presidency would be held early next year.

Opponents want the president ousted before his term
officially expires in 2006.

"Venezuelans poured out all over the country like an
avalanche ... the collection has been a total success," said
opposition governor of Miranda state, Enrique Mendoza.

Chavez on Sunday accused the opposition of committing
a "mega fraud that the VVenezuelan people will not tolerate™.

The president alleged some businesses had forced
workers to sign the petition and other people had signed
several times.

Mr. Chavez survived a coup last year and a two-month
national strike earlier this year.
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Saudi King grants new powers to ‘parliament’

RIYADH - Agencies: King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has

granted a greater legislative role to his advisory Shura
council as the absolute monarchy cautiously edges
ahead with apparent political reforms.

A royal decree issued late on Saturday effectively shifted
influence from the cabinet to Shura members - an unelected
"parliament” whose members are hand-picked by the king.
It also made it easier for the council to propose new laws.

The announcement follows last month's decision to hold
municipal elections in 2004 in the conservative Muslim
kingdom and comes as Saudi Arabia battles a wave of
bombings linked to dissident Islamist groups which have
killed over 50 people this year.

Shura members denied the steps came in response to the
violence, blamed on al-Qaida members trying to topple the
rulers of the world's biggest oil exporter, and said they were
part of a gradual and tentative process of political reform.

The latest changes allow the Shura council to propose
new laws of amendments without seeking permission first
from the monarch. They also mean that when cabinet and
Shura disagree on an issue, the cabinet will refer it back to
the Shura for comment rather than send it straight to the
king to decide.

-VY -



Baia cilhlu () gdl) (ulaa mian (gagaaad) Jaladl
STl hss udal) de oy 2b L) mia 1eNLSy — Al
ASledll 4 i (A gl 8 A praad) A yal) ASLally (558 uland]
s sy Osdse Lyl Al Anuld) cladlay) 8 Las
Aol e 35l Joan (sl Cand) el jalie iy 6 Sle aguine
oelimc] Al Cpas adiie e Glaly sas «9)ptll ulaa sliac] )
ey 138 Sl Baas s ) Galaall e Jg agmpal) o LS
Yot ale Alae el ehaly ol sl jua W LA s
Ldn) ile Leay Aliall cld ol pandill (e dage caiel 40 LaS (ASLadll

calall 138 S 00 e ST a g (e Cajid

O30 By e ) il 2 )l (g)0ill (ulaal s Gaaal i
s Lanie 4l e Ll LeS el (e et (e Jgmnll ad)
lebontins Aa gSal) )l Al () iy (g)5tll Gulaas AasSall o DA
Ll 58 dany Gl ) 5p8le edbny) (e Yy Gabaall Guland) )

Jiael e 1oy cela clgdaal) @l 55 o Gelaall eliacl i
Il g AaSlall 3yl Aallay) Congs LealSl sac il Cuagd) ) Casal
s bl Z3Y) e danay Adlee U] (A L)

-V¢ -



B.B.C J 4iy, ¢l LS Al

Saudi council's powers expanded

RIYADH - Agencies: Saudi Arabia's King Fahd has
granted wider powers to the country's consultative
council, the Shura.

King Fahd issued a decree empowering the council to
propose new laws without seeking his permission first.
Correspondents say the move will speed up the decision-
making process in the conservative Islamic Kingdom.

The Saudi Government has been under pressure to
introduce political and economic reforms, and recently
faced rare demonstrations calling for change.

Until now, the 120-member Shura, which is hand-picked
by King Fahd, has acted as an advisory body, without the
power to initiate legislation. Under the decree, the council
will be able to propose new laws or amendments and have
more power in disputes with the cabinet.

"It's a step in the right direction,” said Abdulaziz al-
Orayer, a member of the Shura's economics committee. "It
means we can comment on their (the cabinet's)
comment".

Earlier this month, the Saudi Government decided to
begin broadcasting the council's weekly sessions, which
had not previously been televised or open to the public.

Saudi authorities, meanwhile, announced that the
country will hold its first ever elections — for municipal
councils — within a year.
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Mauritania candidate in the dock

Former Mauritanian President Mohamed Khouna Ould
Haidallah goes on trial on Monday, charged planning to
seize power by force.

His trail comes three weeks after he lost a presidential
election to incumbent Maaouya Ould Taya.

Mr. Haidallah was arrested after the poll, amid
opposition allegations of widespread fraud.

Opposition politicians have been demanding his
unconditional release and fresh elections.

Prosecutors say Mr. Haidallah used the election
campaign to plot a coup,

He will be tried with six members of the campaign
committee, six other supporters, and two of his sons — one
of whom is accused of accepting one million dollars from
Libya.

Mr. Haidallah was president of Mauritania from 1980 to
1984, when he was overthrown by Mr. Taya.

President Taya won with 67% of the votes cast during
last months election, against almost 19% for Mr. Haidallah.
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Syria expels Turkey bombs suspects

AGENCIES: Syria has handed over to Turkey 22
people suspected of involvement in recent deadly bomb
attack in Istanbul.

The suspects reportedly fled Turkey after the bombings
in mid-November, the country's Anatolia news agency
reports.

More than 60 people died in four attacks which targeted
two synagogues, the British consulate and a Britain bank
within the space of five days.

Reporters in Istanbul says this is the hardest evidence so
far of an international aspect of the attacks.

In Turkey itself, officials have identified the third of four
bombers who carried out the attacks.

Istnabul Governor, Moammer Guler named the bomber
who targeted the HSBC bank as Ilyas Kuncak, who was in
his forties and came from the capital, Ankara.
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Syria hands over 22 suspects
in Istanbul bombings

Syria has handed over to Turkey 22 suspects wanted as
part of the investigation into this month's Istanbul
bombings in which 61 people were killed, police said,
quoted by the Anatolia news agency.

The suspects were believed to be connected with a man
who allegedly played a key role in the attacks, in which
four truck bombs were exploded by suicide attackers in
Istanbul on November 15 and 21, a police statement said.

The statement named the man as Azat EKinci.
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Rum remark wins Rumsfeld an award

AGENCIES: US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
has won a ""Foot in Mouth' award for one of his now
legendary bizarre remarks.

Mr. Rumsfeld won the prize for comments made at a
news conference in February last year which left observers
baffled.

"There are known knowns; there are things we know
we know. We also know there are known unknowns,"
he said.

The British Plain English Campaign annually hands out
the prize for the most nonsensical remark made by a public
figure.

A spokesman for the organization, which tries to ensure
public information is delivered in a clear manner, said Mr.
Rumsfeld's remarks were typical of the kind of comments
they were trying to prevent,

"We think we know what he means," he told Reuters
news agency.

"But we don't know if we really know"".

Mr. Rumsfeld fought off stiff competition for the award
from actor turned California governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger among others.
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Chinese tea 'may cure jaundice'

BEIJING - Reuters: A herbal tea used widely in
China to treat jaundice could soon be used by doctors in
the West.

Scientists in the United States have found that Yin Zhi
Huang (YZH) can stop the build-up of a type of bile that
causes the condition.

Writing in the Journal of Clinical Investigation, they said
the tea could be for the basis of new treatments.

Jaundice is common in newborn babies. If untreated it
can lead to serious complications such as brain damage/.

Other experts said the study indicated that Western
medicine may have a lot to learn from Chinese medicine,
which dates back thousands of years.
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Vajpayee in Damascus on 3-day visit

DAMASCUS - SANA: India's Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee arrived here on Friday evening for a three
day official visit to the country during which talks will be
held with President Bashar al-Assad and senior Syrian
officials.

The Premier was received at Damascus International
Airport by the Prime Minister Mohammad Naji Otri.

Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara and Minister of
Economy and Trade Dr. Ghassan al-Rifa'ee were also at the
airport to welcomes Mr. Vajpayee.

Vajpayee is accompanied by Indian Foreign Minister
Yashwant Sinha, First Secretary of Prime Minister and
Deputy Foreign Minister.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Find the words which express the following meaning:

Reach a destination /come to the end of journey/ Head
of the Government.

3- What does the abbreviation (SANA) stand for.
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Lukashenko in Damascus today

DAMASCUS - SANA: Belarus President Aleksander
Lukashenko arrives today in Damascus on a two-day visit
to Syria, during which he holds talks with President Bashar
al-Assad and senior officials.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the text into Arabic.

3- Find the words which give the following meaning (a)
throughout. (b) formal discussion. (c) higher ranking.
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Turkey's Prime Minister in Damascus today

DAMASCUS, SANA: Turkey's Prime Minister
Abdullah Gul arrives today in Damascus on a visit to the
Syrian Arab Republic within the framework of his tour in
several Arab countries.

Gul will hold talks with senior Syrian officials on
consolidating bilateral ties in all fields and on the latest
developments.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of
your own.

2- Find the words which give the following
meaning: (1) reach a destination. (b) involving two sides.

3- Translate the Text.
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~AL chief calls UN to take decisive position

CAIRO - Arab League Secretary-General Amr Moussa
has called on the UN and its Secretary-General Kofi Annan
to take a decisive position towards Israel's continuation of
constructing the apartheid wall, warning of the negative
and dangerous consequences on the humanitarian and
living conditions of the Palestinian people in the West
Bank, as well as on any movement towards achieving peace
in the Middle East.

In a statement made yesterday, Moussa called for
unifying international efforts to activate the UN General
Assembly's latest resolution on condemning the
construction of the apartheid wall, moving towards the
Implementation of international legitimacy resolutions
which stipulate Israel's full withdrawal from all the
occupied Arab territories to the June 4/1967 lines.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Find the words which express the following meaning:
- Thing that causes or is likely to cause harm.
- Vigorous or determined attempt.
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'‘Scrap nuclear arms’ Israel urged

AGENCIES - The head of the United Nations nuclear
weapons has urged Israel to surrender its alleged nuclear
weapons in order to further peace in the Middle East.

International Atomic Energy Agency Chief Mohamed
Eel Baradei told an Israeli newspaper such weapons were
not "an incentive for security”. He also said Israel should
sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Israel has never confirmed being a nuclear power, but is
widely believed to possess nuclear weapons.

In his first interview with an Israeli newspaper. El
Baradei told Ha'aretz the IAEA operated under the
assumption that Israel had nuclear weapons despite the fact
it had never been officially confirmed.

He warned that the belief Israel was safer because it
possessed such weapons was false, as other Middle Eastern
countries felt threatened by their presence.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Find the words which give the following meaning: (a)

ratify.
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Council speaker lashes out at Sharon

WEST BANK - Agencies: Palestinian legislative
council Speaker Rafig Natshe has ruled out the
possibility of any real breakthrough toward peace with
Israel as long as Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
remains in power.

Speaking during an interview with Reuters, Natshe who
was recently elected as speaker of the 88-member
Legislative Council described the Israeli premier as "having
a mentality that is alien to peace".

"We are facing a racist, criminal and Nazi-like regime
that flies in the face of international law. Therefore, there is
no hope for any real breakthrough as long as this man
(Sharon) remains at the helm of Israeli politics”, he said.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the text into Arabic.

3- Find the words which give the following meaning (a)
continue unchanged. (b) represent in words.
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Blasts near US Baghdad compound

BAGHDAD - AP: A series of explosions have rocked
the Iragi capital Baghdad — apparently near to the
offices of the US-led coalition.

At least three blasts were heard shortly after midnight
local time in the direction of the headquarters of the
Coalition Provisional Authority.

Witnesses said sirens were heard and a column of smoke
was seen rising from within the sprawling compound.

The headquarters, in the presidential palace of former
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, have been attacked
before.

Last month, mortars and rockets were fired towards the
site.

We are aware that some explosions did take place, said a
coalition spokeswoman. "We do not know the location".

Earlier on Thursday, one US soldier was killed and 14
wounded in a suicide car bomb attack at their military base
near the town of Ramadi, west of Baghdad.

1- Translate the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Gunmen shoot dead top Iraqi judge

BAGHDAD - Agencies: A senior judge has been shot
dead in the northern city of Mosul.

Police say the judge, Youssef Khorshid, was shot six
times in the back by several men in a car on Monday night.

Another judge, who was leading an investigation into
the activities of political activists, was killed last month in
a similar attack.

Oil company officials and senior police officers in Mosul
have also been killed in attacks since the occupation of
Irag.

Police Major Ali Mohammed said the judge died
immediately after the attack.

Judge Youssef Khorshid was one of the three chief
Investigative judges in Mosul.

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.

3- Find the words which give the following meaning: (a)
consisting of an indefinite but not large number. (b)
resembling each other in some ways.

-qVv -



JAKARTA, AFP, Gunmen killed two soldiers in
Indonesia's Aceh province in the latest violence to hit the
troubled region where more than 50 people have been
killed in the past month. A search for the gunmen was
immediately launched, but it was called off without result
the following morning to prevent panic among the local
population.

Aceh is home to the "Free Aceh Movement" which has
been fighting for an Islamic state since the mid 1970.

1- Choose a suitable title for the passage.

2- Find the words which give the following meaning:
(a) direct or being next in line. (b) hurl or send off.

3- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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SEOUL, (AFP) - North Korea finally sealed an
agreement to resume high-level talks between the two
Koreas, officials said.

The two Koreas had agreed in principle to hold a deputy
minister level talks. The two sides also agreed that the issue
of reuniting families separated since the 1950-53 Korean
War would be on top of the agenda.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.

2- Try to summarize, in Arabic the main issue of the
passage.
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Spain pledges to stay in Iraq:

MADRID - Agencies: Spain's Prime Minister has
vowed to keep troops in Iraq despite "'great pain' at the
killing of seven intelligence agents in an ambush.

"Freedom is under threat from the terrorists,” said Jose
Marria Aznar, whose country is a key European member of
the US-led coalition in Iraq.

Shortly after he spoke reports came in of two South
Koreans being ambushed.

Twelve people from four nations allied to the United
States have been killed in ambushes in Iraq this weekend
alone.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the text into Arabic.
3- Choose another title for the passage.

L I



AL chief to attend GCC 21st summit

KUWAIT - SANA: Secretary General of the Arab
League (AL) Amre Moussa has announced that he will
attend the meetings of the 21 summit of Arab Gulf
Countries' Cooperation Council to be held in Kuwait on
December 20.

In a statement to the Kuwaiti al-Watan newspaper,
Moussa said that he will hold a meeting with Kuwait's
ambassador to Cairo to set the date of his visit.

He added that he will meet Kuwait's Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad and will hold talks on the Gulf
summit's agenda.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.
2- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Summit in doubt as Palestinian,
Israeli leaders trade tough statements

JERUSALEM - AP: Israel must halt construction of a
West Bank security barrier and show movement on other
issues If it wants a summit between the Palestinian and
Israeli leaders, Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qureia
said.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said Monday he
would not accept preconditions for a summit, and the
dispute threatened hopes for decisive efforts to end three
years of violence and jump-start long-stalled peace talks.

In other developments, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
questioned Israel's commitment to the road map, and the
spiritual leader of Hamas threatened to resume attacks on
Israelis.

1- Find the words which give the following meaning:
1- Stop 2- A fence
3- Agree 4- Pledge
2- Find the words which express the following meaning:
3- An obstacle that keep people on things apart.
4- Meeting between heads of government.

5- A prior condition, that most be fulfilled before other
things can be done.
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UK Labour Party expels Galloway

LONDON - Agencies: A British politician who
denounced U.S President George W. Bush and Prime
Minister Tony Blair as "wolves" during the Irag war was
expelled from Blair's ruling Labour Party on Thursday.

George Galloway, Member of Parliament for Glasgow
Kelvin in Scotland, confirmed his expulsion as he emerged
from a party hearing in London and angrily condemned the
tribunal as a "kangaroo court".

1- Find the words which express the following meaning:
1- An improperly constituted or illegal court.
2- Make definitely.
3- Express utter disapproval.

2- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Charles Taylor wanted by Interpol

SOUTH AFRICA - Agencies: International police
body Interpol has issued a global notice for the arrest of
former Liberian President Charles Taylor, currently in
exile in Nigeria.

Taylor has been indicted for alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity by a UN-backed court in Sierra
Leone.

Interpol's "red notice" is not an arrest warrant but
national police can use it to make a provisional arrest.

The notice was posted on Interpol's website with a photo
of Taylor in a suit and a warning that he "may be
dangerous".

Taylor went into exile in august as part of a plan to end
Liberia's civil war.

Recently, Nigeria's President Olusegun Obasanjo said he
would send Taylor back to Liberia if the new government
there wanted him to face trial.

1- Find the words which give the following meaning: (a)
put forth or distribute officially. (b) legal right
authorizing action or guarantee.

2- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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ISLAMABAD - AP: Zafarullah Khan Jamali was
elected as Pakistan's first civilian Prime Minister in three
years.

He will lead the first civilian government since the
army's bloodless takeover in 1999.

Jamali won the prime ministership with 172 votes in the
342-member National Assembly. He beat the 86 votes of
his nearest rival from the Islamic Coalition, Fazlur
Rahman.

A third candidate, from former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's Party, received 70 votes.

Jamali is due to be sworn in by President Pervaez
Musharraf on Saturday.

1- Translate the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
3- Choose a suitable title for the text.
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India welcomes Kashmir truce

NEW DELHI - Reuters: India has welcomed
Pakistan's offer of a ceasefire in Kashmir and suggested
stretching the truce to Siachen glacier, the world's
highest battlefield.

But as the two sides struggled to revive a peace process
on Monday, Indian Foreign Ministry spokesman Navtej
Sama added a note of caution.

He said Muslim fighters must be stopped from crossing
into Kashmir to join a bloody revolt against Indian rule if
any ceasefire was to last.

Outlining India's answer to Pakistani Prime Minister
Zafar Allah Khan Jamal's Sunday offer, Sama told a news
conference: "We will respond positively to this initiative.

"However, in order to establish a full ceasefire on a
durable basis, there must be an end to infiltration from
across the Line of Control".

1- Translate the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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United in grief, an anguished
nation buries its dead

ROME - Reuters: Nineteen Italians were given a state
funeral as Italy buried its dead from the worst military loss
of life in a single incident since the Second World War.
Twelve technicians, five army soldiers and two civilians
were killed by a truck bomb in the Iraqgi city of Nasiriyah
last Thursday.

Most Italians have opposed the war and their aversion to
the conflict, remains. But, for the moment, united in grief,
the people have rallied in support of their forces. VVoices of
dissent were few at yesterday's funeral mass, attended by
tens of thousands of people.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Summarize in English the main issue of the text.

3- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.
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Karazai denies Taleban come-back

KABUL - AP: Afghan President Hamid Karzai has
strongly refuted reports of a growing Taleban
resurgence in his country.

In a BBC interview in Kabul, he conceded that Taleban
fighters may be threatening individual Afghans and
foreigners, as well as himself.

But he said they did not threaten the political process or
the stability of the country.

He also said he had asked US forces to reconsider aerial
attacks when pursuing individual Taleban suspects.

He said he understood why the UN withdrew most of its
foreign staff from these areas. But he declared
reconstruction would continue with an Afghan alternative.

1- Translate the text.

2- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.
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US warplanes launch massive
bombing raid on central Iraq

BAGHDAD - AP: American warplanes launched their
heaviest air bombardment of central Irag since the official
end of the war.

Two more soldiers were wounded in the north by a
roadside bomb yesterday. The Americans have lost 476
soldiers since the war ended compared with the 162 killed
during the war.

The US decided on a more muscular approach after the
rebellion by Iraqi resistance fighter grew over the past three
weeks. The aim is to strike at bombers before they can
attack.

1- Translate the underlined word.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.

3- Find the words which give the following meaning: (a)
check for likenesses or differences. (b) resistance to
authority and especially to one's government.
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Blair attacks asylum 'myths’

LONDON - BBC News: Tony Blair defended his
asylum policies and said he hopes to see an
Improvement in the system next year.

The Prime Minister said it was a "myth" that new plans
would see the children of failed asylum seekers taken
away.

He said that would only happen in cases where failed
asylum seekers refused to leave the UK and had their
social security payments axed as a result.

"In those circumstances asylum seekers” children are
treated no different than anybody else's", he told GMTV.

The Prime Minister admitted some of his policies were
seen as "controversial”, but he said failed asylum seekers
could not continue to receive benefits if they refused to
leave the UK with their fares paid by the government.

He said the government had overseen a halving of the
number of asylum seekers.

1- Translate the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Turkish general wants Irag deployment

ISTANBUL - Agencies: A senior Turkish military
officer has launched a blistering attack on his country's
decision not to send troops into US occupied Irag.

Chief of Staff Hilmi Ozkok says that Ankara's decision
not to deploy Turkish soldiers south of the border will
leave it without a say in Irag's political development.

He also declared that the reversal of an earlier decision
to contribute additional troops to US-led occupation forces
was short-sighted.

NATO ally, Turkey officially ended its offer to bolster
occupation troop numbers on Friday after opposition from
Iraqi officials in the US-backed Governing Council.

Ozkok also has voiced his concerns about what he sees
as bias US administrators have shown towards their close
allies the Kurds who have run northern Iraq since the end
of the Gulf War in 1991.

1- Change the underlined words with synonymous.
2- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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EU meets on constitution
amid wider splits on text

BRUSSELS - Reuters: Foreign Ministers from 25
current and future EU states meet next week to thrash out
the bloc's new constitution, as splits widen between those
who want to leave the text intact and those who want to
change it.

The talks on the constitution, which aims to lay down
rules to enable the European Union to run smoothly when
it expands next May from 15 members to 25, will be the
last before the ministers meet in late November for a
"'conclave’ to iron out final details.

The text was prepared over 16 months by a 105-member
convention headed by former French President Giscard
d'Estaing, who, like the bloc's executive commission, wants
the draft adopted in its original form or as close to it as
possible.

Giscard said on Friday that if the draft was not accepted,
the EU would be headed for a major crisis.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Nigeria slated for rights abuses

Agencies: A leading human rights organization has
accused the Nigerian Government of using violence and
intimidation to silence its critics.

The report by Human Rights was released as Nigeria
prepares to host a meeting of 52 Commonwealth heads of
government which begins on Friday.

The report accuses Commonwealth leaders of double
standards and says they should not turn a blind eye to
abuses.

Nigerian officials rejected the accusation as an
"exaggeration”.

The 40-page report accuses the Nigerian Government of
being responsible for killings, torture and harassment of its
critics over the last two years.

The report, entitled "Renewed Crackdown on Freedom
of Expression,” says that opposition leaders, political
protesters and journalists have all fallen foul of the security
forces, although the situation has improved since civilian
rule was restored in 1999.

1- Change the underlined words with a synonymous.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Indonesia court clears
Bashir of treason

JAKARTA - Agencies: An Indonesian high court has
cleared Muslim preacher Abu Bakar Bashir of treason,
but upheld other charges.

A spokesman for the Jakarta court also said on Monday
that Bashir's prison sentence, handed down in September,
had been reduced to three years from four.

Lawyers for Bashir said they had not received
notification from the court on the appeal and would still
fight for his release.

1- Change the underlined words with a synonymous.
2- Translate the text into Arabic
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Colombian paramilitary
faction demobilizes despite criticism

COLOMBIA - AP: Colombia's government says the
decision to disarm and release hundreds of right-wing
militia_men is the first tangible result from President
Alvaro Uribe's peace process.

Critics call it a choreographed show that lets killers,
kidnappers and drug peddlers off the hook.

On coming to power in a landslide election victory just
over a year ago, Uribe pursued a twin strategy of
unleashing war on the two leftist rebel groups while
negotiating the demobilization of the paramilitaries.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.

2- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.
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Nigeria will surrender
Taylor to trial for Liberia

OTA, Nigeria — AP: Nigeria will surrender ousted
Liberian leader Charles Taylor for trial if that country asks,
Presiddent Olusegun Obasanjo, Taylor's host in exile, said
Tuesday.

Obasanjo, speaking to foreign reporters, also said that
Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe, under international
sanctions, would not be invited to the upcoming British
Commonwealth Summit in Nigeria..

Obasanjo's comments marked the first time he had
shown willingness publicly to yield Taylor for trial. He has
strongly resisted U.S. congressional pressure to turn
Taylor over for trial on an existing U.N.-backed war-crimes
indictment.

1- Explain the underlined words in English
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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IRA dissidents bomb army base, may plan
more attacks around Northern Ireland

BELFAST, Northern Ireland — AP: Northern Ireland's
police chief warned that Irish Republican Army dissidents
might try to disrupt Wednesday's legislative elections after
a bomb detonated outside a British army base.

We think there may be more problems over the next 24
to 48 hours but we're well capable of dealing with them.
Chief Constable Ugh Orde said. Wednesday's election will
decide which parties control the 108-seat Northern Ireland
legislature established under terms of the Good Friday pact.
The lawmakers will have the power to form, or block, a
joint Catholic-Protestant administration.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Several killed in Sudan copter crash

KHARTOUM - AP: Twenty people (military men)
were killed when a military helicopter crashed in central
Sudan.

The crash in the area of Umm Sayyala, in North
Cordovan state, was blamed on an unspecified technical
problem. (Failure).

The helicopter was transporting 19 soldiers, including
six officers and a student who had been injured in an
earlier road accident, said an army spokesman in Khartoum
on Wednesday.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the text into Arabic.
3- Try to write a similar text.
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Musharraf offers Kashmir pull-out

ISLAMABAD - Agencies: Pakistan's president says
he will pull back troops from Pakistan-administered
Kashmir, if India does likewise in its part of the
disputed territory.

General Pervez Musharraf also said he could award
Pakistan's highest civilian honour to India's Prime Minister
if he helped solve the Kashmir dispute.

He told Reporters that moves to ease tensions with India
— like restoring bus links — were "only the beginning".

Pakistan and India have fought two wars for total control
over divided Kashmir.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Point out the main point in the text
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Assam separatists Kill more settlers

Agencies: Separatist rebels shot dead two Indians in the
north eastern state of Assam, bringing the toll from a week
of ethnic clashes to forty four.

The latest attack struck at Hindi-speaking settlers in
Haluakhuwa, 530 km east of the state capital Guwabhati,
police said on Sunday.

Assam's police chief Khagen Sharma told journalists one
resident was also seriously injured when assailants torched
five homes.

In an earlier attack, police confirmed 11 Hindi-speaking
laborers were gunned down by suspected rebels who
attacked two brick kilns in the eastern Tinsukia district.

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Foreign hostages freed in Nigeria

All five remaining foreign oil workers taken hostage
in Nigeria's Warri region last week have been released
unharmed.

The five - two Colombians, a Briton, a Russian and a
Moldovan — were freed late on Sunday, Nigerian army
captain Femi Ogunjmi said.

The kidnappers, who seized the men on Thursday and
held them on a boat, earlier freed a Russian and an
Australian.

The captors, armed ethnic ljaw youths, were demanding
the equivalent of $ 36.000, but no ransom had been paid.

Last week, 18 Nigerian oil workers were kidnapped by
heavily armed militants but were subsequently freed.

The Nigerian Navy said the kidnappers had no political
agenda.

1- What is the main point in this text.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Five killed in Yemen tribal warfare

SAN'NA, Reuters: Five men have died and three have
been wounded in tribal battles in Yemen.

A security official said the warning Al-Marazig and Al-
Saida tribes clashed on Tuesday in Maarib province, 170
km east of the capital Sanaa.

Bloody tribal clashes, sometimes involving security
forces, are common in Yemen.

Although there was no confirmation as to what started
the battle, tribal warfare in Yemen is often over the control
of fields of Qat (a mild narcotic).

In addition, tensions between the government and
various tribes periodically escalate into violent
confrontations.

1- Change the underlined words with their synonyms.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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UBS punishes 11 brokers for
violating mutual fund rules

ZURICH, Switzerland — AP: Switzerland's biggest
bank, UBS, said Tuesday it has fired two U.S.-based
brokers and suspended nine more for violating market
timing rules that are meant to protect investors.

UBS spokesman Christoph Meler said the bank had
informed U.S. regulatory authorities of the move on
Monday.

The brokers allegedly helped customers make rapid in-
and-out mutual fund trades known as timing trades.
Although this wasn't illegal, it violated company policy
drawn up in December 2001 to protect longer-term
investors, said Meler. He declined to name the two brokers
who were fired, and said the other nine would likely be
allowed to return to work in a few weeks.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.

2- Change the underlined words with their synonymes.
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Powell begins North Africa tour

US Secretary of State Colin Powell has arrived in
Tunisia on the first leg of a whirlwind tour of North Africa.

US officials said Mr. Powell's trip was aimed at
bolstering support for the war on international terrorism
and encouraging moves towards democracy.

Mr. Powell will spend a few hours in Tunisia, before
heading on to Morocco and Algeria.

Last week, Washington praised all three countries for
their co-operation in the fight against terror.

Powell — the highest ranking US official to visit Tunisia
since President George W. Bush came to office in January,
2000 — was greeted at Laouina airport by Tunisian Foreign
Minister Habib Ben Yabhia.

Tunisia and Morocco have both suffered terrorist attacks
In recent years.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Explain the underlined world.
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Bahrain king defends critical play

Bahrain's monarch has ordered the Gulf Arab state's
government to drop a legal case against an opposition
group for staging a play mocking the royal family.

King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa issued a decree saying
the political satire staged on Thursday by the leading Shia
Muslim al-Wifag Islamic society, despite an official ban,
was "within the spirit of the constitution," the dailies said.

Information Minister Nabil Yaqub al-Hamer had vowed
to take al-Wifaq to court over the "illegal" play, forcing the
group to cancel a second show.

The show, which drew a 3000-strong crowd, was rare in
the conservative Gulf region.

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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UN urges more action on al-Qaeda

Only a lack of technical expertise is stopping al-
Qaeda from carrying out a chemical or biological
attack, a United Nations report has warned.

The report said al-Qaeda ideology had continued to
spread, raising the specter of further attacks.

Sanctions against al-Qaeda was proving difficult to
implement fully, the UN panel of experts said.

And they warned that United Nations member states
were not doing enough to crack down on terror groups.

Michael Chandler, who chairs the UN monitoring
group, said he did not think a biological attack was
necessarily imminent. But he told the BBC's World Today
programme the signs were there that al-Qaeda wanted to
use such tactics.

The report said that while great importance had been
attached to limiting the movement of al-Qaeda operatives
between countries, so far not a single UN member state had
presented any evidence of the arrest or detention of such
people at border crossings.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Explain the underlined words.
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Al-Aqgsa Brigades leader shot dead

Israeli soldiers have shot dead a Palestinian resistance
leader in the occupied West Bank city of Jenin.

Amjad al-Saadi, 28, a leader of Palestinian President
Yasir Arafat's Fatah armed faction, al-Agsa Martyrs
Brigades, was killed on Tuesday official sources said.

The latest death brings the overall toll since the start of
the Intifada in September 2000 to 3631, including 2711
Palestinians and 854 Israelis, according to an AFP count.

Meanwhile, Israeli forces, backed by more than 20
military vehicles, raided Jenin city and its refugee camp
early on Tuesday closing many areas there.

1- Try to write a similar text.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Bosnian Muslims start war trial

Agencies: The first senior Bosnian Muslims accused
of war crimes have gone on trial at the Hague tribunal.

The two former army commanders are charged with the
murder of at least 200 Bosnian Croat and Serb civilians in
central Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1993.

Ex-General, Enver Hadzlhasanovic, 53, and Brigadier
Amir Kubura, 39, deny charges including murder.

They were transferred to the tribunal in August 2001,
before being freed pending the start of the trial.

A third man named in the original indictment, General
Mahmed Alaglic, died in March this year.

Serbs see the international tribunal The Hague as a
political court with anti-Serb bias.

Observers say putting more high-profile Bosnian
Muslims in the dock will do little to change this sentiment.

The most senior Bosnian Muslim investigated by the
tribunal was the country's war-time leader Alija
Izetbegovic, who died last month.

The investigation was made public on the day of his
funeral 22 October 2003.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Explain the underlined words.
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Vajpayee confirms Pakistan visit

NEW DELHI - AP: India has officially confirmed to
Pakistan that Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajapyee will
attend a regional summit in Islamabad early next month.

A letter confirming Vajapayee would attend the summit
was delivered to his Pakistani counterpart, Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, on Thursday morning.

It is not yet clear whether Mr. Vajpayee will meet
President Pervez Musharraf.

India and Pakistan recently announced a ceasefire along
the de facto border, or line of control, dividing disputed
Kashmir,

However, India has warned the ceasefire will remain
fragile unless Pakistan can rein in the militants fighting to
end Indian rule in Kashmir.

Pakistan denies having any control over the militants.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.

2- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.
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Rumsfeld call for Russia pull-out

TBILIS, AFP: US Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld has called for Russia to withdraw its military
forces from Georgia.

On a visit to Thilisi he said Moscow had an obligation to
withdraw under the terms of four-year-old accords.

Speaking at a press conference, Mr Rumsfeld said: ""As |
recall Russia agreed to the Istanbul accords, which
suggests to me that there was unanimity on the subject
and that would suggest to me that it was probably a
pretty good idea. That has been the interest and desire
of the government of Georgia™.

The US has expressed support for Georgia's new leaders
since mass protests led to the resignation of the former
president, Eduard Shevardnadze.

Rumsfeld met acting President Nino Burdzhanadze amid
heightened security following recent bomb attacks,
shootings and kidnappings in the Georgian capital.

Russian Foreign Minister Igor lvanov said that both
Moscow and Washington were interested in achieving
stability and democracy in Georgia.

1- Change the underlined words with their synonymes.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Russia scolds Georgia over tycoon

AGENCIES: Russia has demanded that Georgia
explain why it allowed Russian tycoon Boris Berezovsky
to visit the Caucasus Republic without arresting him.

The billionaire, who has been granted political Asylum
in Britain, flew into Thilisi by private jet on Tuesday night
— to visit a friend, he said.

The Russian Foreign Ministry said Georgia should have
acted on an international warrant for his arrest.

Mr. Berezovsky is wanted in Russia on fraud and
embezzlement charges.

The Georgian ambassador to Moscow was summoned to
the foreign ministry and was told that Russia "demands
explanations why Georgian law enforcement agencies
failed to take appropriate measures to detain Berezovsky
and hand him over".

The visit came at a sensitive time for Georgia, in the
wake of former President Eduard Shevardnadze's
resignation amid mass protest.

In a further sign of instability, a powerful explosion
rocked the state television centre in Thilisi on Wednesday.

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Philippines executions to resume

BBC News: Philippine President Gloria Arroyo has
lifted a moratorium on the death penalty, opening the
way for executions to resume in January.

The decision, which comes ahead of presidential
elections in 2004, follows a series of kidnappings which
have particularly targeted the ethnic Chinese community.

Arroyo has appeared to waver over the moratorium,
which was first imposed by her predecessor following
pressure from the powerful Catholic Church.

Her decision to lift the freeze follows a number of high-
profile abductions for ransom.

Commentators say the death penalty moratorium has
risked making the president seem soft on crime in the run-
up to next year's election.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.

2- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.
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'‘Commonwealth bias' angers Mbeki

South African President Thabo Mbeki has said the
Commonwealth's approach to the Zimbabwe crisis
ignores the underlying issue — inequality in land

ownership.

Mbeki said summit leaders extended Zimbabwe's
suspension because they were preoccupied with punishing
the country.

He accused them of a biased approach to President
Robert Mugabe's controversial policy of seizing white-
owned farms.

This is the first reaction by Mbeki, one of Mugabe's
closest allies, to last week's Commonwealth decision.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Disarmament begins in Ivory Coast

Ivory Coast has begun a disarmament process with
both government forces and former rebels collecting
weapons used in the bitter civil conflict.

A spokesman for French forces in Ivory Coast, which are
monitoring the disarmament process, said it would
continue until 26 December.

The French will then check all weapons are being safely
stored by each side.

About 3,800 French peacekeepers man a buffer zone
separating the rebel north from the government controlled
south.

The head of the military wing of the former northern
rebels, Colonel Soumayia Bakayoko, said that his men had
begun storing their weapons.

He added he trusted that forces loyal to president Laurent
Gbagbo would do the same.

The Ivory Coast has been divided since an attempted
coup 15 months ago, when a troop mutiny escalated into a
full-scale rebellion following discontent among northern
Muslims against the mainly Christian and animist south.

Thousands were killed in the conflict but, although the
fighting has stopped, Ivory Coast remains divided.

1- Change the underlined words with their synonymes.
2- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Eye-for-eye in Pakistan acid case

PUNJAB, Reuters: A court in Pakistan has sentenced
a man to be blinded by acid after he carried out a
similar attack on his fiancé.

The court in the town of Bahawalpur, Punjab province,
sentenced Mohammad Sajid under the Islamic Qisas law
that matches crime and punishment.

Sajid blinded and mutilated his fiancée after her parents
called off the couple's engagement.

Rights groups have criticized the sentence and observers
say it is unlikely to be carried out.

The judge passed the sentence in an anti-terrorism court
using a law enforced in 1978 during the rule of the dictator
General Zia ul-Hag.

"Acid drops will be thrown into his eyes in line with the
Islamic laws," Mohammad Shahid, a court official told the
Reuters news agency.

The law allows for a like-for-like punishment unless
clemency is agreed by the victim's family.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
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SA police smash 'body-part trade’

Two people have appeared in a South African court,
charged with illegal trafficking of human organs.

They are accused of being part of an international
syndicate which buys body parts from poor people in Brazil
and India for use in South Africa.

The ring allegedly supplies kidneys to surgeons who
perform illegal transplants of South African hospital.

Police say the syndicate offers donors about $ 10.000 per
kidney, which are then sold for up to $ 120.000.

In many Western countries, there are long waiting lists
for human organs such as kidneys, livers and bone marrow.

South Africa hospitals have a worldwide reputation for
their expertise in the field of organ transplants.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
2- Explain the underlined words.
3- Choose another title for the passage,
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Mars Express looks at its target

Europe first solo mission to another planet, Mars
Express, has taken its first image of the Red Planet.

The picture was captured when the probe was about 5.5
million kilometers away.

Mars express is nearing its destination after a six-month
voyage from Earth and is due to go into orbit around the
fourth planet on Christmas Day.

By then, it will have released the tiny British lander,
Beagle 2, which will drop down on to the surface of Mars
to look for signs of past or present life.

The European Space Agency orbiter gives a perspective
on Mars quite different from those captured by Earth-bound
telescopes.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Explain the underlined words.

3- Try to summarize in Arabic the main issue of the
passage.
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Abortion test case goes to Europe

A woman whose pregnancy was wrongly terminated
wants the European Court to accept a foetus' right to life.

The mix-up occurred in France, but campaigners fear the
judgment could have implications for abortion rights
across Europe.

French courts said the doctor could not be prosecuted for
homicide as the foetus did not have the right to life.

But Mrs Thi-Nho Vo will argue that an "unborn child"
has that right under the European Convention in Human
Rights.

An admissibility hearing will be held in Strasbbourg on
Wedneday to decide if the full hearing can go ahead.

The UK's Family Planning Association has warned that
if Mrs. Vo were to win her case, Britain's abortion laws
could be invalidated.

The court's ruling on whether a full hearing can go ahead
Is expected within "several weeks".

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Australia life-line for Barrier Reef

The Australian Government has submitted a plan to
parliament to make the Great Barrier Reef the most
protected coral reef system in the world.

It wants to increase so-called green zones, where
commercial and recreational fishing is banned, from 4.5%
of the 2,000-kilometre (1,200-mile) reef to 33%.

The plan, which is expected to be approved by
parliament and come into force by the middle of next year,
would create the world's largest network of protected
marine areas.

There are concerns that over-fishing has depleted the
reef of marine life, threatening its delicate eco-balance.

WWEF Australia hailed the plan as a breakthrough.

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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President al-Assad, Mubarak
discuss steps to help Iraq

Presidents Bashar al Assad and Mohammad Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt discussed on Monday the situation in the
Arab region and future steps to help the lragi people
express their will and maintain their sovereignty and unity.
In their meeting, the two presidents discussed the Arab
situation, principles and ideas proposed, and work for
crystallizing and putting them in a proper formula in a way
that supports the joint Arab action. The two leaders listened
to a report presented by the two Foreign Ministers on the
results of the meetings of the foreign minister of Irag's
neighboring countries. The presidents also discussed future
steps to help Iraq establish a system that expresses the will
of the Iraqi people and preserves Irag's sovereignty and
unity. The leaders also discussed the situation in the
occupied Palestinian territories and the acts of violence,
incursion and provocation practiced against the Palestinian
people..

President Mubarak confirmed Egypt's firm position in
supporting brotherly Syria in its firm and principled
position. The two presidents reviewed bilateral relations,
stressing the importance of the joint higher committee
between the two countries, and the importance to have
follow-up mechanism to adjust and evaluate what is going
to be agreed on between the two countries.

1- Translate the text.
2- Summarize in Arabic the main points in the passage.
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King Carlos starts state visit to Syria

DAMASCUS, (SANA) — At the invitation of President
Bashar al-Assad and his wife, King Juan Carlos and Queen
Sofia of Spain arrived yesterday evening in Damascus on a
visit to Syria.

At the Damascus International Airport, King Carlos and
Queen Sofia were welcome by Foreign Minister Farouk al-
Shara.

They were also welcomed by Tourism Minister Dr.
Saadallah Agha al-Qalaa, who is also chief of the honor
mission accompanying the King during the visit; Minister
of Expatriates and chief of the honor mission
accompanying Queen Sofia, Dr. Buthaina Shaaban; Syria's
Ambassador to Madrid Dr. Muhsen Bilal; the Spanish
ambassador to Damascus; and the Spanish embassy staff.

Following a short rest at the Honor Hall, King Carlos
and Queen Sofia headed in an official procession for
Tishreen Palace, their residence in Damascus.

The King and the Queen are accompanied by a royal and
official delegation which includes Ann Palacio and Chief of
the King's Palace.

1- Explain the underlined words with a sentence of your
own.

2- Translate the Italic words.
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Mahathur denies Bush's claims

KUALALUMPUR, (Agencies) — Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohammad said Saturday that US
President George W. Bush was lying when he claimed to
have rebuked him over his remarks about Jews ruling the
world, the official Bernama news agency reported.

"It's the biggest lie, if he had rebuked me I'm quite sure |
would have rebuked him also".

Mahathir was quoted as saying when he arrived home
after a series of visits to neighbouring countries.

Mahathir said it was common for someone who could lie
about the existence of weapons of mass destruction in
order to go to war (in Iraq) to lie about what he said, the
agency reported.

The PM told reporters that from what he remembered,
Bush led pulled him aside at an Asia-Pacific summit in
Bangkok last week only to explain why he made such a
strong statement over Mahathir's remarks about Jews.

- Practice:
1- Translate (in Italic) words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.

3- Explain the underlined words, with a sentence of
your own.

-Y¢o o



Accord reached on unexploded arms

Agencies: More than 90 countries have approved a
treaty designed to clean up unexploded weapons following
conflicts.

The treaty signed at the United Nations in Geneva
gained support of major powers, including the United
States.

It is the first time the Bush administration has signed an
International arms agreement.

Under the treaty, governments have promised to "mark
and clear, remove or destroy explosive remnants of war in
affected territories under its control".

It includes the controversial cluster bomb which has
been used by the US in Afghanistan and Iraq.

The protocol will come into effect once 20 nations have
ratified it but — according to the analysts in Berne, that may
take some time.

The numbers of unexploded weapons worldwide are
unknown.

The US Russia and China still refuse to sign the 1997
treaty banning landmines.

1- Try to summarize the main points in Arabic .
2- Explain the underlined words.
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Paisley’s party tops NI poll

LONDON, AP: With counting over in Northern
Ireland’'s Assembly election, lan Paisley's DUP has
overtaken the Ulster Unionist as the biggest party. Sinn
Fein has also made election gains over its main nationalist,
rival, the SDLP. Despite the strong showing by the anti-
Good Friday Agreement DUP, the British and Irish
Governments have insisted that the 1998 peace accord is
"not open to renegotiation™. The assembly was suspended
more than a year ago and the parties went into the election
against the background of a deadlocked political process.
The DUP secured 30 seats, three more than the Ulster
Unionists. Sinn Fein took 24 seats, while the SDLP
managed 18 and the Alliance gather six assembly places.

The three remaining seats went to a Country Tyrone
doctor standing up a single issue over hospital services,
maverick unionists Robert McCartney and Progressive
Unionist David Ervine.

Sinn Fein President Garry Adams said it had been a good
election for his party.

The British and Irish Governments have said they will be
in contact with parties in the next few days.

They said in a joint statement that they would "seek a
political way forward and to secure a basis on which the
assembly can be restored and a functioning executive
quickly established".

The last assembly election in 1998 returned 28 Ulster
Unionists, 24 SDLP, 20 DUP and 18 Sinn Fein MLAs.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- What do DUP+SDLP stand for?
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Georgia court annuls poll results

TIBILISI, Agencies: Georgia's Supreme Court has
officially annulled the controversial 2 November
elections that led to street protests.

The decision by the court in the former Soviet republic is
final "and cannot be contested," judges said.

Georgia's long-time leader, Eduard Shevardnadze,
resigned on Sunday after three weeks of demonstrations
against the much-criticised elections. Acting President
Nino Burjanadze has called for new polls to be held within
45 days, as the constitution requires. International
observers said the elections were marred by "spectacular”
irregulanties.

On Tuesday Georgian State Minister Avtandil
Jorbenadze announced his resignation, following the
departure of Interior Minister Koba Narchemashvili on
Monday. Both men were Kkey ministers in Mr.
Shevardnadze's addministation.

Shevardnadze resigned after opposition leader Mikhail
Saakasshvili gave him an ultimatum to quit at talks
mediated by Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov.

Saakasshvili, who leads the National Movement, has said
he will run for president.

Shevardnadze has said he has no intention of leaving
Georgia. There was speculation that the former leader
would leave Georgia following an invitation from the
German Government to move there.

Burjanadze has promised to protect the former president
If he stays.

1- Summarize in Arabic main points of passage .
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Taiwan's Chen hails new vote law

Agencies, Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian has
raised the possibility of a referendum on sovereignty to
coincide with presidential election next March.

Chen was giving his first public reaction to a
controversial referendum law which was passed on
Tuesday. Chen said it made such polls acceptable to the
Taiwanese people, including those opposed to reform.

Correspondents say the suggestion is sure to infuriate
China, which regards Taiwan as a renegade province.

Taiwan's parliament approved the legislation on
Thursday, but in a form that was substantially weaker than
the government's original draft.

But Chen said the passing of the legislation meant that
the concept of the referendum had been made acceptable to
the Taiwanese people, including 'anti-democracy, anti-
reform forces"'.

He said he was not satisfied with the opposition
amendments, without specifying whether he would attempt
to revise or repeal the bill.

President Chen has made referendums a key issue in his
campaign for re-election next March.

He said the new law would make it possible to hold a
referendum at the same time as the presidential election on
March 20, to safeguard Taiwan's sovereignty and security.

China has responded to Taiwan's passing of the
referendum bill, saying it raises "grave concerns".

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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EU too soft on lIran says US

US Secretary of State Collin Powell clashed with the
European Union on Tuesday over Iran's nuclear
programme, saying Washington was unhappy with a draft
resolution proposed by the EU's three major powers.

After what he called a "very candid discussion™ with EU
foreign ministers, Powell told a news conference in
Brussels the text offered by Britain, France and Germany
was not tough enough on Tehran's non-compliance with its
treaty obligations.

He said he was pleased Iran now appeared to be moving
in the right direction in cooperating with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The IAEA board meets on Thursday to discuss a report
on lran's nuclear programme, which Washington says
conceals efforts to develop atomic weapons.

Iran insists its programme is entirely civilian and for
peaceful purposes but admits having failed to disclose
uranium enrichment activities and plants.

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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US eases immigration monitoring

The US is ending a controversial programme that
required tens of thousands of foreign visitors to register
with the immigration service.

The Department of Homeland Security said men from 25
nations would no longer have to re-register after 30 days
and then a year after arriving. But the men, mostly from the
Middle East, will still be fingerprinted and photographed
on arrival.

Critics said the policy discriminated against Muslims.

Asa Hutchinson, the department's undersecretary for
border and transportation security, said the old rules would
officially end on Tuesday.

"It was a significant resource commitment to handle
these re-registrations,” Mutchinson told reporters. "The
resources can be better used in individual targeting".

Males aged 16 and over from the 25 countries will still
face border checks.

The original programme was introduced in 2002 in
reaction to the 11 September 2001 attacks in New York and
Washington.

The Justice Department said at the time that the countries
selected were places where the al-Qaeda terror network had
been active, or where there were other security concerns.
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Russia calls for UN conference on Iraq

MOSCOW, A.F.P - Russia has called on the United
Nations to hold a conference aimed at drafting a peace
plan for Iraq.

The meeting would also provide for the dispatch of
International peacekeepers to the war-torn country.

"We suggest holding a conference on Iraq under the
auspices of the United Nations,” Russian Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov said on Wednesday in an interview with a US
news channel, the text of which was released by the
Russian foreign ministry.

The meeting, said Ivanov, "could draft a joint settlement
plan which would then be submitted to the UN Security
Council".

"We believe it is essential for a certain period to have
international security forces in Iraq, whose mandate should
be clearly established by the UN Security Council," he said.

"We are all interested in Irag not turning into a hotbed of
international terrorism"”, Ivanov said. "But for this, our
steps have to be effective, we have to conduct a dialogue™.

Russia, which along with France and Germany bitterly
opposed the US-led war on lIrag, has been arguing for a
strong UN role in the reconstruction of the country.
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S. Korea policy on Irag unchanged

SEOUL, AP - The deaths of two South Korean
engineers in Iraq will not change the country's policy, the
government says. Seoul will still send more troops there, as
planned, despite the killings near Tikrit on Sunday, the first
losses South Korea had suffered there.

The foreign minister said it still wasn't clear if South
Korea had been specifically targeted.

On Saturday, two Japanese diplomats and their Iraqi
driver were shot dead, also near Tikrit, an anti-coalition
centre.

President Roh Moo-hyun held a meeting of his National
Security Council to discuss policy after Sunday's ambush,
which left two more South Koreans seriously wounded.

All four men worked for a South Korean electrical
company, contracted by the US military for reconstruction
work.

Foreign Minister Yoon Young-Kwan said: *‘this case
will not affect the issue of sending troops to Iraq. There
has been no change in our policy on the troop
dispatch™. He added that ""The government will not give
in to violence™.

He has committed South Koea to sending a 3,000-strong
contingent of troops to Iraq, building on the 675 South
Korean medical and engineering troops already deployed
since May in the south, around Nasiriya.

However, he has yet to decide whether to include combat
troops in the deployment and correspondents say Sunday's
killings could have major political ramifications.
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US embassy strips Lebanese leader of visa

BEIRUT, AF.P - The US embassy in Beirut has
revoked a visa for a Druze leader and member of
parliament following his comments about a senior US
politician.

Walid Junblatt had expressed regret that US Deputy
Defence Secretary Paul Wolfowtz was unhurt in Baghdad
attack last month.

Junblatt confirmed he had received a letter from the US
embassy in Beirut canceling the visa.

The letter said the visa had been cancelled in line with a
law saying it could not be granted to a foreign dignitary
who used his position to support or encourage "terrorism".

Junblatt told reporters that he has no regrets over his
comments regarding Wolfowtz, adding he was not
surprised by the embassy's action.

""But they should also deprive visa for the hundreds
of thousands of people in London demonstrating against
Bush's visit. They should also consider the mayor of
London a terrorist, if they are going to go around
terrorizing the world with these policies,™ he said.

Junblatt was referring to the demonstrators in London
who are opposed to US President George Bush's state visit
and the left-wing Mayor Ken Livingstone, who has called
Bush "The greatest threat to life on this planet that
we've most probably ever seen™.
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Sharon defends *'security barrier*

AMMAN, Agencies - Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon has vowed to press ahead with Israel's
controversial West Bank security fence.

In a speech to the Israeli press, Sharon said the barrier
was "essential to the security of the state".

Earlier, a top Israeli official said Israel was about to back
some new West Bank settlements, in violation of the US-
backed Middle East peace plan.

The US has already said it was cutting its loan guarantee
package to Israel in response to its settlement activity.

However, Sharon admitted that Israel would be forced to
give up some occupied Palestinian territories in accordance
with the peace plan, known as the roadmap.

"l spoke in the past about the need for painful
concessions. It is clear that in the future we will not be
in all the places we are now," he told Israeli editors in Tel
Aviv.

Experts say Sharon's comments appeared to reinforce
recent reports in the Israeli media that Israel was prepared
to withdraw from some isolated Jewish settlements to
extricate itself from a Palestinian uprising, the Intifada.

The roadmap requires Israel to remove dozens of
unauthorized outposts established in the West Bank since
2001, and also to freeze construction work at existing
settlements.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.

- Yoo _



Doubts over W. Bank barrier route

Israel's Justice Minister says he will seek to redraw
the route of the controversial West Bank barrier.

Yosef Lapid's call came as the UN General Assembly
approved a resolution asking the International Court of
Justice to consider its legality. Israel is building the barrier
on occupied Palestinian land, but says it is needed to stop
"suicide bombers".

But Lapid said the current barrier route was "too long, to
expensive ... and puts the whole world against us".

The minister is the leader of the centrist Shinul party, the
second largest in Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's coalition.

The cabinet will consider the issue at its regular session
next Sunday. The United Nations General Assembly has
already adopted a resolution demanding that Israel halt
construction of the barrier.

On Monday night, it decided to ask the international
court to rule on the issue, by a vote of 90 to eight, with 74
abstentions, with the US and Israel among those voting
"No".

Israel reaffirmed its determination to defend itself at the
court in the Hague.

The Palestinian argue that the barrier, which cuts into
their territory, is designed to redraw borders ahead of any
future peace settlement.

The International Court of Justice has the power to issue
legal opinions, but does not have any power to impose
rulings or sanctions.
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Vatican condemns Israel's apartheid wall

ROME, AFP - Pope John Paul Il has criticized
Israel's construction of a barrier cutting off parts of the
occupied West Bank, the first time the pontiff condemns
the wall.

On the eve of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's visit
to Rome, the Pope said on Sunday the Middle East "does
not need walls but bridges".

"The construction of the wall between the Israelis
and the Palestinian people is seen by many as a new
obstacle on the road leading to peaceful cohabitation,"
he said.

Israel is constructing an apartheid wall slicing off some
of the most fertile areas of the West Bank, separating
Palestinian farmers from their lands and scores of villages.

The Pope has been a firm defender of Palestinian rights.

There was no indication that Sharon, the principal
architect of the barrier, who arrives on Monday for a three-
day visit to Italy, would also call on the Pope.
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EU constitution summit ‘may fail'

BBC News: Germany and Italy have warned that a
European Union summit next week may not agree on a
new EU constitution.

Speaking in Berlin, Italy's Prime Minister — and current
EU president — Silivo Berlusconi said he was "55%
optimistic" a deal would be reached.

His host, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, said
both men did not rule out failure in Brussels on Friday.

The biggest disagreement has been over voting powers
among nations when the EU expands to take in 10 new
members.

Germany and France, which together account for one-
third of the bloc's population want the voting system to
reflect their size. But Spain and Poland fear domination by
the bigger countries and have been fighting a fierce battle
to hold on to a voting system agreed upon three years ago
at the Nice summit.

The two were given 27 votes each in the future executive
commission — only two less than the most populated states,
including Germany which has a population double their
size.

The draft constitution proposes that a double majority
system would work most efficiently a decision that would
go through if supported by half the member states
representing at least 60% of the EU's total population.

Among the other issues that have yet to be discussed is
the question of whether God and the EU Christian heritage
should be mentioned in the text.
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Guantanamo Britons deal 'close’

LONDON, AP - A deal to repatriate British terror
suspects held by the USS at Guantanamo Bay could be
finalized by Christmas, according to reports.

The nine Britons could be flown back to the UK whether
or not they are charged with any crimes. The Observer
claims.

The report was welcomed by campaign group fair Trials
Abroad but raised concerns that it could be a '‘shabby"’
deal based on forced confessions.

The British Foreign Office refused to say whether such a
deal was close.

A spokeswoman said discussions with the US were
continuing at all levels.

""The British Government have made it clear we have
reservations about military commissions and have been
raising this and other issues, including the return of
detainees to the UK", he said.

The US is keen to return the Britons to the UK to end
tension over the issue, the Observer claimed.

1- Explain the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Peace reigns on India-Pakistan border,
but Indians battle suspected militants

SRINAGAR, India — AP: Indian and Pakistani soldiers
held their fire again Thursday along the often-violent
border, officials said, marking two days of peace on one of
the world's most militarized frontiers.

But violence flared anew in villages near the border of
Indian controlled suspected rebels in a small village.

A cease-fire between the two armies went into effect
from midnight Tuesday, their first formal accord since
militant attacks began in Kashmir in 1989. By midday
Thursday, Indian army officials reported no shooting along
the 1,125-kilometer (700-mile) frontier.

The cease-fire began with Eid al-Fitr, the festival
marking the end of the Islamic fasting month of Ramadan.

The two nations have fought three wars, two of them
over Kashmir, since gaining independence from Britain in
1947.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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US "confidence' over EU defence

Agencies: US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
has played down talk of a possible rift with Europe over
its defence plans.

Speaking after Nato talks in Brussels, Rumsfeld said he
was confident any separate EU military planning unit
would not undermine the alliance. But he refused to say if
he thought the EU needed such a unit.

Meanwhile Nato Secretary General George Robertson
urged Nato member countries to provide extra forces to
boost, the peacekeeping operation in Afghanistan.
Ministers also agreed to cut the Nato-led peacekeeping
force in Bosnia from 12,000 to 7,000 by March.

The issue of a special EU military planning unit has
previously led to strong words and stormy talks.

But at a press conference following the Brussels
meeting, Donald Rumsfeld said he was confident any EU
defence plan would not threaten the US-led Nato alliance.
However, he refused to be drawn when asked if he thought
the European Union needed its own military planning
capability.

Rumsfeld was quoted as saying, upon arrival in Brussels
on Sunday: "'l think there is no reason for something else
to be competitive with Nato™.

Lord Robertson also avoided straight answers on the
issue by maintaining he did not know the details of the
EU's plans, but he insisted that they must avoid
unnecessary duplication of effort with Nato.

1- Summarize the issues of the passage in Arabic.
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European defence 'deal’ reached

PARIS, AFP: Britain, France and Germany have
reached an informal agreement on a joint defence
arrangement for Europe.

The three nations are about to present the proposals to
their European Union partners, French and British
diplomatic sources said.

The submission reportedly includes plans to structure
defence co-operation and to create a European military
headquarters. Correspondents say the United States is likely
to balk at the accord. Washington will probably be unhappy
with any moves which it feels undermine Nato's influence
over European security. But, speaking in Naples during a
break in a meeting of the EU's 15 current and 10 future
members, French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin
said it was crucial Europe forged ahead with plans for a
common defence.

"This is a key issue. We can't have a Europe without
defence," he told French state radio France-Info.

British officials confirmed that an agreement had been
reached but emphasised that it was not a "formal solution".

It would not appear on the official agenda but would be
put to other delegates at dinner on Friday, they said.

The EU launched its first-ever peacekeeping operation,
in Macedonia, in March.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
2- Explain the underlined words.
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Russia pulls away from Kyoto pact

MOSCOW, Agencies - Russia says it will not ratify in
its present form the Kyoto Protocol designed to mitigate
global warning.

""The Kyoto Protocol places significant limitations on
the economic growth of Russia," presidential aide Andrei
Illarianov told a conference in Milan.

The landmark environmental pact cannot now enter into
legal force, especially since the US has also repudiated it.

It means the protocol will either have to be renegotiated
or the nations that have signed will have to go to it alone.

The Russian decision, announced at a meeting of the
countries which are members of the United Nations
Climate Change Convention, is a devastating blow to hopes
for international agreement on tackling climate change.

The protocol requires industrialized countries to cut their
emissions of six gases which scientists believe are
exacerbating natural climate change.

Signatories will by some time between 2008 and 2012
have to cut emissions to 5.2% below their 1990 levels.

But many scientists say cuts of around 60-70% will be
needed by mid-century to avoid runaway climate change.

Some critics say President Bush's decision that the US,
which emits more greenhouse gases than any other country,
would not ratify the protocol had already condemned it to
irrelevance.

1- Explain the underlined words.
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Ugandan rebels massacre civilians

Agencies; Ugandan rebels have killed scores of
civilians in the country's north in apparent revenge for
the killing of one of their commanders.

Lieutenant Chris Magezi, a spokesman for the Ugandan
army, said on Saturday the death toll from the massacre in
Lira district could exceed 100.

"Scores of civilians were killed at around midnight on 6
November in Alanyi and Awayopiny villages in Lira
district,”" Magezi said.

Missionaries in the region said villagers were forced to
watch as rebels beheaded the corpses of civilians they had
just killed,

The guerrillas, led by Joseph Konny, are feared for their
brutality and for abducting thousands of children to use as
sex slaves and frontline fighters in the east African
country's long-running civil war..

Magezi said the Lords Resistance Army (LRA) appeared
to have ordered the attacks in revenge for the army's recent
killing of a senior rebel commander.

The Ugandan authorities deployed more than 14,000
troops backed by helicopter gunships and tanks to crush the
rebels last year, but the LRA is far from being crushed.

The rebels have actually, stepped up their attacks in
recent months and pushed further south towards the capital,
Kampala.

The rebels say they are fighting to overthrow the
government of President Yoweri Museveni. But little else
IS known about their other demands.
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Argentina seeks nuclear apology

Argentina's President has demanded that Britain
apologize for sending warships to the 1982 Falklands
war with nuclear weapons on board.

"The UK must ask our forgiveness,” President Nestor
Kirchner said.

Britain admitted on Friday that some of the ships it sent
to the Falkland Islands carried nuclear weapons.

But the UK Ministry of Defence said the arms were
transferred to other vessels before entering regional
territorial waters and none was intended for use.

Mr. Krichner said relations with Britain had not been
damaged, but Argentina would stand firm in its demand
"“for precise and complete information”.

"We need those who are part of the government of the
other country to have the character to ask the forgiveness
that is due," Mr Kirchner said.

Rumours about the weapons first surfaced after the war
ended, but until now they have never been verified.

Argentina invaded the British territory of the Falkland
Islands in the South Atlantic on 2 April 1982.

In response, Britain sent a number of warships, many of
which routinely carried nuclear weapons at the time.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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US child bombing account challenged

Local villagers in Afghanistan have contradicted US
reports that the target of an air strike that killed nine
persons children also died in the raid.

The attack was carried out on Saturday in the village of
Hutala, in a remote areas of southern Ghazni province.

US officials said they were acting on extensive
intelligence and had killed a former Taleban militant,
Mullah Wazir.

But local Afghans told reporters the intended target had
left the village 10 days earlier.

President Hamid Karzai has expressed his shock at the
incident.

He said his government had sent a team of investigators
to the scene and had also sent officials to ensure the
victims' families were being helped.

The Afghan president said US forces should ensure that
future operations were better coordinated with the Afghan
Government to ensure such incidents would not happen
again.

The United Nations has also condemned the incident as
"profoundly distressing™ and called for a swift inquiry.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Fresh legal row over Guantanamo

Military lawyers appointed to defend alleged
terrorists being held by the US at Guantanamo Bay
have expressed growing unease, according to reports.

The UK's Guardian newspaper says that a team of
lawyers was dismissed after complaining that the rules for
forthcoming trials were unfair.

New York's Vanity Fair magazine reports that some of
the lawyers say their ethical obligations are being violated.

The Pentagon has strongly denied the media reports.

About 660 prisoners are being held at the US military
base in Cuba, including nine Britons.

US authorities reportedly plan to release at least 100
inmates from Guantanamo Bay detention camp later this
month, but few details have been released.

The US has already released 88 inmates — although many
were re-arrested in their home countries.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Chiluba on trial for corruption

LUSAKA, Agencies — The trial of former Zambian
President, Frederick Chiluba, charged with 168 counts
of theft totaling more than $ 40 m of public money, has
begun.

Chiluba is accused of conspiring with a number of senior
officials to divert public funds into a London bank account
for private use.

His lawyers deny the charges, saying the account was
used to fund overseas intelligence service operations.

The trial was adjourned until Wednesday shortly after it
started.

A second trial is due to start on 16 December, in which
Mr. Chiluba is charged with the theft of some $ 4m.

After 10 years in office, he stepped down in 2001 after
failing in a bid to change the constitution to let him stand
for a third term in office.

Chiluba came to power in 1991 after campaigning on an
anti-corruption platform against Zambia's first leader
Kenneth Kaunda.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Nicaragua's former leader jailed

Agencies — Former Nicaraguan President Arnoldo
Aleman has been sentenced to 20 years in prison for
corruption.

Aleman was found guilty on charges including money-
laundering, fraud, embezzlement and electoral crimes,
judicial officials said. The former Nicaraguan leader, who
ruled the nation from 1997 to 2002, was arrested in
December last year. He was accused of helping to divert
nearly $ 100 m of state funds into his party's election
campaign.

The case against him was part of an anti-corruption
campaign by Nicaraguan President Enrique Bolanos.

Last month a judge released Aleman, 57, from jail and
put him under house arrest at his ranch at El Chile south of
Managua on health grounds. Aleman suffers from diabetes,
hypertension and heart problems and is expected to remain
there to serve his sentence. He became leader of
Nicaragua's National Assembly in 2002 when his
presidential term finished, a post which guaranteed him
immunity from prosecution. But when state auditors found
millions of dollars of stolen state assets in bank accounts
around the world, a wave of public revulsion led to the
parliament lifting his immunity.He was arrested along with
several members of his family and a number of former
ministers.

Nicaragua is one of Latin America's poorest countries,
with around half the population living on less than a dollar
a day.

1- Explain the underlined words..
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'Fresh activity' at N. Korea nuclear plant

Agencies - South Korea is investigating reports of
fresh activity at the Yongbyon nuclear facility in North
Korea.

South Korea's JoongAng Il1bo newspaper quoted US and
South Korean officials as saying that a US satellite detected
fumes rising from a boiler at the lab.

Unification Minister Jeong Se-Hyun said Seoul was
trying to confirm this.

Pyongyang said in July that it had reprocessed 8,000
spent fuel rods to extract plutonium, and has since vowed
to boost its nuclear deterrent.

JoongAng Ilbo said a US intelligence satellite had
detected "signs of vapour and fumes” from a coal-fired
boiler linked to a nuclear laboratory at the plant on four
days this month. It said a truck was also spotted in the area
where the nuclear reactor is located.

North Korea claims that it restarted Yongbyon, which
was mothballed under a 1994 agreement with the US, in
February, and has since produced plutonium for nuclear
weapons.

The CIA believes North Korea already has one or two in
its nuclear arsenal. But monitoring North Korea's nuclear
activities is notoriously difficult, especially since
Pyongyang kicked out UN monitors last year.

The latest report of activity at Yongbyon comes as the
US and its allies try to get North Korea to resume talks on
the nuclear crisis.

1- Explain the underlined words.
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Pakistan rapped for media abuse

There has been an increase in violence against
journalists in Pakistan, a US rights group says.

The New York-based Human Rights Watch says press
freedoms have eroded ever since General Pervez Musharraf
came to power four years ago.

In an open letter to the president, the organization said
journalists were systematically threatened, tortured and
detained without charges.

It highlighted the cases of two journalists who were
allegedly threatened and tortured by the Pakistani security
forces.

Amir Mir, senior assistant editor of the monthly
magazine Herald, was allegedly criticized by the president
last month at a reception for Pakistani newspaper editors,
the rights group said in a statement.

President Musharraf is reported to have condemned the
Herald as being anti-army in comments, published in Mir's
stories.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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UN faces up to its future

A special panel of eminent figures established by the
UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, is holding its first
meeting this weekend to discuss reform of the United
Nations.

The high-level panel on Threats, Challenges and Change,
as it is known, brings together 16 senior figures.

It is taking its cue from a speech that Annan gave at the
general assembly in September.

There, he told delegates that the UN had reached a fork
in the road and he called for a wide-ranging examination of
the UN's role in addressing challenges to peace and
security. That job has fallen to this high-level panel, whose
members include the former UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, Saddako Ogata, and the former Head of the
World Health Organization, Gro Harlem Brundtland.

Its chairman, the former Thai Prime Minister, Anand
Panyarachun, acknowledged that the UN had to adapt to the
changing world, but he said he fully expected the world
body to survive. The panel has a broad mandate and few
diplomats expect it to come up with a quick fix solution. It
will address perennial issues such as reform and expansion
of the UN Security Council and new questions, such as
whether the UN should accept the need in exceptional
circumstances for pre-emptive action against states that are
harboring or assisting terrorist groups.

The panel members will spend this weekend, their first
gathering, at a retreat discussing these matters away from
the prying eyes of the international media.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Western tourists abducted in Iran

A group of Western tourists has been kidnapped in
south-eastern Iran.

Iranian Government sources have said there are three
missing people, two German and one Irish.

They say the tourists were abducted as they cycled
between the city of Bam and Zahedan near the Pakistani
border — a notorious drug-smuggling area.

German Foreign  Ministry  spokeswoman  Antje
Leendertse said a crisis team had been set up amid
indications that Germans may be involved.

It is thought that a ransom has been demanded.

The kidnapping reportedly took place in the Sistan-
Baluchistan province several days ago. The area is on a
route used to smuggle opium from Afghanistan to Western
Europe. But kidnappings there, as in thee rest of the
country, have been rare in recent years. A number of
European tourists were abducted in southern Iran in 1999.

All hostages were eventually freed unharmed, and the
convicted kidnapers publicly executed.

The latest report follows widespread criticism of the
German Government in August, when it allegedly agreed to
pay a ransom to free nine of its nationals in Western
Sahara.

This assumption unleashed a fierce debate in the
country as to whether the taxpayer should end up paying
for adventure holidays that go horribly wrong.

1- Find the synonyms of the underlined words.
2- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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US and allies agree N. Korea plan

SEOUL, Agencies — The United States, Japan and
South Korea have agreed on a joint proposal to try and
resolve the stand-off with North Korea over its nuclear
ambitions.

The plan reportedly calls for a series of "coordinated
steps" offering security guarantees and other incentives to
the North in return for a dismantling of its nuclear
facilities. The three allies, along with China and Russia, are
trying to organize a fresh round of talks with the
communist North aimed at ending its nuclear programme.
The draft proposal, which was drawn up at meetings in
Washington last week, is now expected to be passed on by
China to Pyongyang for its consideration before the next
round of six-nation talks gets underway. The text of the
statement has not been released but some details of the
plan's broad principles have emerged in unofficial reports
from Washington, Seoul and Tokyo. The five nations
would offer the North a security guarantee "as it begins a
verifiable disassembly of its nuclear facilities," but sets no
timetable for economic aid for the country, according to the
New York Times. North Korea might judge the offer far
too vague, the paper quoted administration and Asian
officials as saying. The plan would also require inspections
of nuclear facilities that have never before been opened,
they said.But it falls to include a demand that North Korea
returns to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty, as called
for in the past. Tensions have been escalating on the
Korean peninsula since October 2002, when the US said
Pyongyang had admitted to a covert enriched uranium
programme.

1- Find synonyms of the underlined words..
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China PM makes key visit to US

BEIJING, AP — The Chinese Premier, Wen Jiabao,
has left China on his first official visit to the US.

He is due to meet UN Security General Kofi Annan in
New York, and is scheduled to see President Bush at the
White House on Tuesday.

The trip comes at an awkward time in bilateral relations.

Just four months ago, US Secretary of State Colin
Powell said relations between China and the US were better
than they had been for decades.

But suddenly, things are not looking so good, with
tensions ratcheting up over Taiwan and a looming trade
war.

Taiwan will be Wen's top priority. The Chinese would
like to see an unequivocal statement of US opposition to
Taiwanese independence and a pledge from the US to stop
weapons sales to the island. But the latter would amount to
a major shift of stance for President Bush, who has vowed
to do whatever it takes to help Taiwan defend itself.

Beijing wants Washington to lift export curbs on high
tech items.

China still has some leverage with the US, particularly
given its crucial role in putting pressure on North Korea to
attend six party peace talks.

But with so many tricky issues on the table, this trip will
set the tone for Sino-US ties and it is likely to prove the
most difficult diplomatic challenge yet for Mr. Wen.

-\vi-



S. Korean jailed over summit cash

A former aide to ex-South Korean President Kim
Dae-Jung has been sentenced to 12 years in jail relating
to a North Korean summit scandal.

Park Jie-won was found guilty of illegally sending
money to North Korea ahead of a 2000 meeting, and taking
$ 12.5 m from a major company.

The summit, seen as historic at the time, won Mr. Kim
the Nobel peace prize.

It is now known that the Hyundai group paid Pyongyang
$ 500 m just days before the meeting.

Six other people, including Lim Dong-won, a former
intelligence chief under Kim's government, were given
suspended sentences in relation to the summit scandal
earlier this year.

Earlier this year, Kim Dae-Jung apologized to the nation
for the scandal, admitting that the $ 500 m was remitted to
North Korea with the government's knowledge.

Critics have accused Mr. Kim of buying the 2000
summit. He has argued that it was in the national interest.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Former Azerbaijan President dies

WASHINGTON, CNN - Azerbaijan's former
President Heydar Aliyev has died in a US hospital.

Aliyev died aged 80 at a clinic in Cleveland, Ohio,
where he was being treated for heart and kidney problems.

He stepped down as President of Azerbaijan in October,
and was succeeded by his son Ilham Aliyev, following
controversial elections.

Heydar Aliyev was a former Soviet Communist Leader
who reinvented himself in the 1990s as a post-
independence political strongman.

Aliyev had been at the Cleveland Clinic since 6 August,
where he was being treated for congestive heart failure and
kidney problem.

A hospital spokesman said Aliyev died at 1000 (1500
GMT) on Friday.

He had collapsed earlier this year during a speech that
was broadcast live on television and initially he was treated
in Turkey.

Aliyev had been in power in Azerbaijan on and off for
about 30 years. He was elected as president in 1993,
following the country's independence.

A spokesman for the Azerbaijan embassy in Washington
said the former president's body would be flown to
Azerbaijan in the next couple of days.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Ayodhya anniversary sparks riots

NEW DELHI, AFP: At least three people have been
killed and more than 20 injured in clashes between
Muslims and Hindus in the southern Indian city of
Hyderabad.

Two people were stabbed to death and one was killed by
police gunfire in the old part of the city, officials said. The
trouble erupted on the 11" anniversary of the razing of the
Babri mosque in Ayodhya, northern India. Security was
tightened across India in preparation for the anniversary of
the mosque’'s demolition by Hindu activists. The violence
on Saturday night followed a relatively peaceful day of
protests across the country by Muslims, and celebrations
by Hindu groups. The situation in the Sultan Shahi area of
Hyderabad became tense after Hindu activists removed a
black flag flown by Muslim residents, said officials.

Groups of Hindus and Muslims reportedly started
throwing stones and attacking each others' houses. There
were no reports of violence anywhere else in the country
following heightened security ahead of the anniversary.

Hundreds of paramilitary soldiers were deployed to
Ayodhya itself to control rallies planned by Hindu
nationalists.

The razing of the Babri mosque in 1992 triggered a year
of violence that killed 2,000 people across India.
Thousands have been killed in Hindu-Muslim riots across
the country since then. Hindu activists claim the mosque
was built on the site of an earlier temple to Lord Ram, but
Muslims dispute this. Legal arguments are continuing in
an attempt to determine ownership.

1- Explain the underlined words..
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Mussolini leaves right-wing party

ROME, Reuters: The granddaughter of Italy's
former fascist dictator Benito Mussolini is reported to
be leaving the right-wing National Alliance party.

Alessandra Mussolini is said to have made her decision
after comments by Deputy Prime Minister Gianfranco Fini.

Fini, who leads the party in the governing coalition,
denounced Italy's fascist past during a visit to Israel.

Ms. Mussolini said "‘what has been sanctioned is
something incompatible with, and prejudicial to, my
surname'.

Reuters news agency said party officials were meeting
her in an effort to try to convince her to change her mind.

She has said she will remain a member of the lower
house Chamber of Deputies and join a group of non-
aligned deputies. Fini once described Benlto Mussolini as
the "greatest statesman of the 20" Century".

But in Israel Fini is reported to have described fascism as
an absolute evil.

In comments broadcast on Italian radio and television, he
added that "laziness, indifference, complicity or cowardice
ensured that so many lItalians in 1938 did nothing to react
to the appalling fascist race laws".

The National Alliance is the successor to the neo-Fascist
Italian Social Movement party, which was disbanded in the
mid-1990's to form the new party.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Japanese spending boosts recovery

TOKYO, Agencies: Japanese retail sales have risen
for the first time in nearly three years, providing more
evidence of a long-awaited economic recovery.

Sales were up 0.8% from September, and 0.3% on last
year, suggesting that Japanese consumers are starting to
share market confidence in an upturn. Personal
consumption accounts for 55% of the world's second
largest economy. But a decade of stagnation has made
Japanese shoppers reluctant to plough savings back into
the economy. The increase in consumer spending follows a
range of indicators suggesting Japan may be beating its
long run of underperformance. The Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development is now
forecasting a 2.7% expansion for the Japanese economy in
2003, and consistent growth — albeit at lower levels — for
the next three years.

That would mark a significant change in the fortunes off
Asia's largest economy, which grew 0.2% last year, after
years of recession and rising unemployment.

Earlier this month indicators showed industrial activity
and trade up 2.2% in September, beating analysts'
expectations. But analysts have warned it is too early to call
an end to Japan's troubles. A strong yen is still a drag on
exports, while economic reforms promised by Prime
Minister Junichiro Kaizumi have proved difficult to realize.

1- Find the synonyms of the underlined words.
2- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Euro hits record against dollar

LONDON - BBC News: The Euro has hit a record
high against the dollar, defying recent political
squabbles over the single currency and upbeat US
economic data.

The euro continued a long upward run to hit $ 1.20 in
lunchtime trading, up three quarters of a percent, mainly at
the expense of a weakening dollars.

Faith in the US dollar has been undermined by concerns
over mounting deficits despite evidence of a return to
growth,

Global security concerns have also made markets wary
of the US currency. The Euro's strength may also have
benefited from thin trading during the US Thanksgiving
holiday, exaggerating the effect of trades. The 12-country
currency hit $ 1.2015 in European trading — the highest
since it was introduced on January 1, 1999, then slipped
back to $ 1,1995.

It started the European trading day at around $ 1.19, then
headed steadily up, breaking through the previous high of $
1.1979 from 19 November.

In New York, the euro traded at $ 1.1987 late on Friday.

The record performance also mans a coming of age for
the 5-year-old euro, proving robust enough to ride out
recent concerns about political factors interfering with the
currency's launch criteria. The Euro zone, by contract, has a
current account surplus.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Zimbabwe faces expulsion from IMF

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has initiated
procedures to expel Zimbabwe from its ranks.

The international lender said the move came in response
to Zimbabwe's failure to cooperate with it.

The expulsion procedures take some months to
complete, and the IMF said Zimbabwe would have "ample
opportunity" to reverse the process.

But it warned that the producers "could ultimately result
in the compulsory withdrawal of the country from the
IMF". The IMF has already substantially downgraded
Zimbabwe's  membership over the past two years,
withdrawing most financial aid and technical assistance,
and suspending its voting rights. The fund said it would
review Zimbabwe's debt arrears within the next six months.
The IMF's announcement deepens the international
isolation of Zimbabwe, which was suspended from the
Commonwealth earlier this year after charges that the
country's president, Robert Mugabe, had rigged his re-
election.

It comes as the African nation faces economic collapse.

According to the IMF, Zimbabwe's economy has shrunk
by about 40% in the last four years, while inflation rose to
an annual rate of 526% in October 2003.

About two thirds of the population face food shortages,
and the country suffers from one of the highest rates of
HIV/AIDS infection in the world.

1- Translate the passage into Arabic.
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Brazil stock market at record high

Agencies: Brazil's main stock index closed at a 35-
year-high on Friday as it topped the psychologically
significant 20,000 marks for the first time.

Investors in Latin America's largest stock market bet
heavily on hopes for a hefty interest-rate cut next month.

The Sao Paulo Stock Exchange's benchmark Bovespa
index rose 1.12% to 20,183.9 points, its ninth straight week
of gains.

The index has accumulated gains of 79% this year and
an even bigger leap of 97% in the past 12 months.

Brazil's central bank this year has cut its benchmark
interest rate by nine percentage points to 17.5%.

Analysts expect a further cut of up to one-and-a-half
percentage points in December.

Friday's gains ended a grim week of economic news in
which disappointing growth and unemployment figures
underscored the sluggishness of the Brazilian economy.

President da Silva swept to power promising a massive
job creation programme, as well as anti-hunger initiatives.
Recently he has faced criticism for his efforts to reform the
permission system, which allots much more generous
payoffs to public sector workers than those their private
sector colleagues can expect.

The reforms are part of a plan to rebalance the books,
laden down as they are with more than $ 250bn in external
debt.

1- Find the synonymos of the underlined words.
2- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Boeing chief quits unexpectedly

Agencies: Phil Condit, the chief executive and
chairman of US aerospace giant Boeing, has resigned.

Condit said he had offered his resignation in order "to
put the distractions and controversies of the past year
behind us".

Boeing, the world's biggest airplane manufacturer, is
struggling to draw a line under a string of scandals.

The firm has admitted spying on rival Lockheed Martin,
and last week fired its finance boss for unethical conduct.

Harry Stonecipher, the former head of McDonnell
Douglas, has taken over as Boeing chief executive, while
Lewis Platt, ex-boss of Hewlett Packard, has assumed the
role of chairman.

The management shake-up follows the surprise
dismissal last week of Boeing finance chief Mike Sears,
seen as Mr. Condit's most likely successor.

Mr. Sears was fired after it emerged that he had
negotiated the recruitment of an air force procurement
official while she was still working at the Pentagon.

Mr. Sears has denied all wrongdoing.

But the episode cast a fresh cloud over Boeing less than
six months after it transpired that the firm may have won
lucrative US air force contracts by illegally acquiring
information from arch-rival Lockheed Martin.

1- Explain the underlined words.
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Cuba develops 'cheap' Hib vaccine

HAVANA: AP: Cuban scientists have given details of
a new vaccine against a bacterium which causes
meningitis and pneumonia.

It is made using a novel synthetic technology, and the
scientists hope it will be cheaper than existing vaccines
against Haemophilus influenzae or Hib.

But doubts remain over how effective it is and how
much it will cost.

Hib is certainly an important bug — the World Health
Organization estimates it kills between 5.700,000 children
each year from pneumonia and meningitis.

The key ingredient of any vaccine is the antigen, the bit
which our immune system learns to recognize and fight. In
every other successful vaccine the antigen comes from the
real bacterium of virus. But this Cuban vaccine is different
— the antigen iss synthetic. The advantage potentially is
cost. Existing Hib vaccines cost around & 3 per shot;
Cuban scientists say their synthetic vaccine will be cheaper
but have not given a firm price.

So convinced is the Cuban Government of its
effectiveness that they are planning to give the new vaccine
to every child under five next year. But so far they have not
released data proving that it works as well as currently
available Hib vaccines. Together with the Gates Foundation
and companies in India, the WHO is working on ways to
bring the price of existing vaccines down to around 40
cents per shot.

Cuban manufacturers would be doing well to meet that
price, however clever the technology.

1- Translate the text.
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Brain scan clue to delayed speech

MIAMI, Reuters: Children with delayed speech tend
to appear to use a different part of their brain to listen,
research suggests.

Miami Children's Hospital used sophisticated MRI scans
to compare the brains of children with and without speech
problems. More actively was found on the right side of the
brains of children with delayed speech. The others tended
to use the left side. The research is published in the journal
Radiology. Lead researcher Dr. Nolan Altman told
reporters that language skills were associated with the left
side of the brain. The researchers also found that the
children with delayed speech had less total brain activity.
This, they suggest, indicates that they are less stimulated by
language than normal. Children typically say their first
words by their first birthday, and advance to simple
sentences between 30 and 36 months. The researches say
their findings suggest that children with speech problems
should be given help as soon as possible.

They suggest that if a one-year-old child has not made
verbal sounds — or if his or her speech is extremely unclear
compared with that of children of similar age — then it may
be advisable for parents to seek advice. It is estimated that
2% of children have a condition that may cause speech
delay. These can include emotional or behavioral
disabilities, birth compilations, cleft lip or palate,
developmental disabilities haring loss or lack of
environmental stimulation. Dr. Altman said the next step
was to expand the study and develop a reliable test to
diagnose language delay.

1- Translate the text.
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Indoor smoke 'kills millions'

NEWSOUTH - Agencies: Smoke from indoor
cooking fires Kkill one person every 20 seconds in the
developing world, UK campaigners say.

The International Technology Development Group
(ITDG) says smoke in the home kills more people than
malaria does, and almost as many as unsafe water and
sanitation. The problem affects more than two billion
people who burn wood, charcoal, vegetation and dung for
heating food.

The United Nations says inefficient stoves can be as bad
for health as smoking two packs of cigarettes a day. ITDG
says 2.4 bn people burn biomass (organic matter) for
cooking and heating, and when coal is included 3 bn people
— half the world's population — rely on solid fuel.

It says smoke in the home is the fourth greatest cause of
death and disease in the world's poorest countries, killing
1.6 m people annually. Nearly a million of them are
children. More than half the people who cook on biomass
live in India and China, but in many sub-Saharan African
countries more than 90% of people do so.

But ITDG says they can reduce their exposure to the
pollution, for instance by using well-designed chimney
stoves, or smoke hoods able to reduce indoor pollution by
up to 80%.

1- Translate the text.
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World's largest book is unveiled

The world's biggest-ever book has been launched in
the US-but it is not for bedtime reading.

The book weights 60 kilograms and the pages are two
metres wide,

Michael Hawley, a scientist at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, is the author of the 122-page book
about the Asian country of Bhutan.

The limited edition book is on sale for $ 10.000, with
profits going to the charity he founded, friendly Planet.

The charity builds schools in Cambodia and Bhutan.

Guinness World Records has certified Mr. Hawley's
work as the biggest book published. Five hundred copies
have been produced.

The book, Bhutan: A visual Odyssey Across the
Kingdom measures 1.5 metres by two metres (five-by-
seven feet). It is photographic account of a journey across
the kingdom of Bhutan. He said it was not a bedtime book
as it could flatten the reader if it fell over.

Despite the hefty price tag, Mr. Hawley said he had
already received two dozen orders of the book.

1- Translate the text.

-YAS -



World's oldest person dies

TOKYO - Reuters: Kamato Hongo, the world's
oldest person, has died at the age of 116.

She succumbed to heart and kidney problems resulting
from pneumonia at the municipal hospital in the Japanese
city of Kagoshima, some 950 km southwest of Tokyo.

"As a sort of farewell, she performed her favourite hand
dance yesterday while lying in bed before her next of Kkin.
She knew that her time was near”, her 47-year-old
grandson Tsuyoshi Kurauchi said.

Guinness World Records named Hongo the oldest person
in the world in March 2002, following the death of the
previous record-holder Maude Farris-Luse of the United
Sates at the age of 115.

Hongo, famous for her habit of sleeping two days in a
row and then staying awake for the next two, was admitted
to the hospital with a fever three weeks ago.

According to her official register, Hongo was born in 16
September, 1887.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Egypt's film pioneer dies aged 90

CAIRO - Agencies: Egyptian film pioneer and
actress Mary Queeny has died of a heart attack at the
age of 90.

Also a major movie producer, she passed away at home
in Cairo on Tuesday, Egyptian press reported.

Queeny, born in Lebanon, went to Cairo in 1933 with
her movie producer aunt, taking Egyptian citizenship.

She acted in or produced more than 45 movies and her
production company, set up in 1944, established Egypt ass
the centre of the Arab movie industry.

Her best known films include: The Seventh Wife,
Sacrificing My Love and Prisoner No. 17.

She set up her production company with her late
husband, Director Ahmed Galai, giving many young actors
and film-makers their first break in the business.

"Queeny touched on every single aspect of the cinema
industry — from editing and acting to production,” said
Marian Khouri, who has directed a documentary on cinema
pioneers.

Ms Queeny's son Nader Galal is also a movie director.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
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Tunisian singer 'shot by husband’

CAIRO - Agencies: A popular but controversial
Tunisian singer has reportedly been shot dead by her
businessman husband in Egypt.

Police said Zikra was shot with a submachine gun by her
husband Ayman Suwaydi, who also killed himself and two
other people.

Reporters say neighbors heard the couple arguing before
the killings.

Police said Zikra was found with 15 bullet wounds to her
head.

The other two people who died in the shooting incident,
at Zikra's Cairo home, are believed to be business
associates of the couple.

The 42-year-old singer was a well-known figure in the
Arab world and had lived in Egypt for several years.

She recently had a domestic dispute with her husband -
whom she married last summer in France — which went to
court.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
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California fires claim 16 lives

LOS ANGELES- Reuters: At least 16 people have
died in a wave of wide fires that has destroyed 1935
homes in California and scorched around 217,200
hectares of land.

Most of the dead ignored earlier calls to evacuate their
homes, officials said on Tuesday.

US President George Bush on Monday declared a major
disaster in southern California, which is being hit by its
worst fires since 1991.

More than 11,000 firefighters, including emergency
back-up from the nearby states of Nevada and Arizona, are
battling the flames that have already created the biggest
fire disaster in Californian history.

1- Translate the text into Arabic.
2- Explain the underlined words.
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Trapped Russian miners rescued

MOSCOW - AFP: All but one of 13 trapped Russian
miners have been rescued from one mine even as a blast
in another underground mine claimed five lives.

Of 13 miners trapped in a flooded Russian mine in
Novoshakhtinsk for five days, 11 have been found alive,
one is dead and one is unaccounted for.

"Twelve have been located, but one of them is dead,
while one is still missing,” said Kirili Zhitenyov, a local
administration official.

In all, 46 miners had been trapped up to 800m below
ground since Thursday evening when an underground lake
burst into their shaft, flooding the mine and cutting of the
miners' communications and air supply.

On Saturday, 33 were rescued and emergency workers
had been digging what they dubbed a "tunnel of hope" to
reach the remainder.

1- Translate the text.
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African elephant numbers puzzle

A study of African elephants suggests they may be
more numerous than they were four years ago,
scientists say.

They think there are from 400,000 to 660,000 elephants
across the continent, with large numbers in southern Africa.
But the scientists, from IUCN-The World Conservation
Union, are interpreting their findings with extreme caution.

They say one expansion may be that the elephants are
fleeing to protected areas to try to escape human pressure.
They say habitat loss and competition between people and
elephants for resources remain among the principal
challenges in elephant conservation.

The scientists are members of IUCN's African elephant
specialist group, and their study, the African Elephant
Status Report, updates one produced in 1999. The updated
version says the higher figures may be partly explained by
reported increases in savanna elephant populations in
Botswana, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. But one of the report's
authors, Julian Blanc, said the increase revealed little about
how populations were faring at the continental level. He
suspected there could be a more worrying explanation for
the apparent population growth that the elephants were
crowding together for safety. He added further research
was needed to see if scientists could identity a compound in
the tea that could from the basis of a new drug.

"It will be very exciting if a pure compound emerges
from the tea leaves as a pharmacological therapy for
nenonatal jaundice that is complementary to the current
Western practice of phototherapy™.

1- Translate the text.
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