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Right (1762), Translated from the French with an introduction by G. D. H. Cole

(London: J.M. Dent & Sons LTD. First Issue of This Edition 1913 Reprinted
1916, 1920, 1923), Book 11, Ch.I (Government in General).
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- Feldman, Jean Philippe; De la Ve République & la constitution de la liberté
(Paris Editions Charles Coquelin, 2008), p. 87.
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- Walker, Mark Clarence; The Strategic Use of Referendums: Power,
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(En cas de vacance de la présidence de la République pour quelque cause que

ce soit, ou d'empéchement constaté par le Conseil constitutionnel saisi par le
Gouvernement et statuant & la majorité absolue de ses membres, les fonctions
du Président de la République, a I'exception de celles prévues aux articles 11 et
12 ci-dessous, sont provisoirement exercées par le président du Sénat et, si
celui-ci est a son tour empéché d'exercer ces fonctions, par le Gouvernement).
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- Ardant, Philippe ; Les Institutions de la Ve Républigue,op.cit., pp. 40,41.
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eligible to vote or an?/ eight Cantons request it, the following shall be submitted
to a vote of the People:

a: federal acts.
b: emergency federal acts whose term of validity exceeds one year.
c: federal decrees, provided the Constitution or an act so requires;
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d:international treaties that:
1-are of unlimited duration and may not be terminated.
2-provide for accession to an international organization.
3-contain important legislative provisions or whose implementation
requires the enactment of federal legislation).
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(The following must be put to the vote of the People and the Cantons:
A: amendments to the Federal Constitution;
b: accession to organisations for collective security or to supranational
communities.
c: emergency federal acts that are not based on a provision of the Constitution
and whose term of validity exceeds one year; such federal acts must be put to
the vote within one year of being passed by the Federal Assembly).
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(L'initiative de la révision de la Constitution appartient concurremment au

Président de la République sur proposition du Premier ministre et aux
membres du Parlement. Le projet ou la proposition de révision doit étre voté
par les deux assemblées en termes identiques. La révision est définitive
apres avoir été approuvée par référendum. Toutefois, le projet de révision
n'est pas présenté au réferendum lorsque le Président de la République
décide de le soumettre au Parlement convoqué en Congres ; dans ce cas, le
projet de révision n'est approuvé que s'il réunit la majorité des trois
cinquiémes des suffrages exprimés. Le bureau du Congres est celui de
I'Assemblée nationale. Aucune procédure de révision ne peut étre engagée
ou poursuivie lorsqu'il est porté atteinte a I'intégrité du territoire. La forme
républicaine du gouvernement ne peut faire I'objet d'une revision).
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(pure democracy; unmediated by representatives; a symbolic reminder that
democratic authority finds its legitimacy in the consent of the people).
See: Referendums in the United Kingdom; Report with Evidence,(house of
lords, Select Committee on the Constitution, 12th Report of Session 2009-10),
p13.
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- Referendums in the United Kingdom; Report with Evidence, op, cit,
pl6.
- Setédld, Maija & Schiller, Theo; Referendums and Representative
Democracy: Responsiveness, Accountability and Deliberation (New
York: Routledge, First published 2009 ), p. 201.
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[1748], translated from the French by Thomas Nugent [1752], (Canada:
Ontario, Batoche Books, 2001), Book XI, Ch.VI,, p.173.
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« Political liberty is to be found only in moderate governments; and even in
these it is not always found. It is there only when there is no abuse of power.
But constant experience shows us that every man invested with power is apt to
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abuse it, and to carry his authority as far as it will go. Is it not strange, though
true, to say that virtue itself has need of limits? To prevent this abuse, it is
necessary from the very nature of things that power should be a check to

power.
Montesquieu; The Spirit of Laws, op.cit., Book XI, Ch.1V, p.172.
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(The legislative power of the state shall be vested in a General Assembly
consisting of a Senate and House of Representatives but the people reserve to
themselves the power to propose to the General Assembly laws and amendments

to the constitution, and to adopt or reject the same at the polls on a referendum
vote as hereinafter provided).
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(SEC.8.(a)The initiative is the power of the electors to propose statutes and
amendments to the Constitution and to adopt or reject them.).
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(SEC. 9. (a) The referendum is the power of the electors to approve or reject

statutes or parts of statutes except urgency statutes, statutes calling elections,

and statutes providing for tax levies or appropriations for usual current
expenses of the State.).
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